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"To 'the Right Honourable Fobn Earl of 
Marleborough, Baton Churchill of Ay- 
mouth and Sendridge, Governour to His 
Highneſs the Duke of Gy/oucefter, and 
one of the Lords of His Majeſty's 
Moſt Honourable Privy Council; 


My Lord, 
A Soldier cannot lay the Endeavonrs 
of bis Pen any where ſo properly, 
as at your Lorſhips Feet. We have ſeen 
you in Flanders, as great as at Kenling- 
ton : Tou were the Delight of our own 
Troops, and the 1erroxr of our Enemies, 
the mighty Darling of Mars and Minerva. 
In Your Lordſhip alone, we found all thoſe 
fatal Contrarieties reconcil'd : The Caps 
tain was a Courtier, the Courtier a Man 
of Honour, the Man of Honour preferr'd. 
But not to be tedious, where the moſt that 
can be ſaid will be tao little 5 Tour Lord- 


ſhip was all that Man cou'd with, or Ma 


con'd be. ] 
Ihe brighteſt Planet of the Creation has 

been Eclhips'd, But Europe's Genius alas 

cou'd not long ſupport your Retirement - 


; For tho bis preſent Majeſty, tistrue, cou'd 
' manage an Army without a Marlborough, 
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et there was another tasR more a1fAicult, 
and out of his Sphere too, I mean that glo- 
rious Imployment Tour Lordſhip poſſeſſes at 
St. James's. The Education of ſo Great. 
ſo Toung, Jo Hopeful a Prince, adds not 
more to your Grandeur, than it ſubtratts 
from your Irangquility: For the Charge of 
ſo ineftimable a Fewel, cannot but make 
Tour Lordſhip very ſolicitous. Ihe Early 
dawning of his Infant lears, gave us all 
aſſurances he would be ſomething extraoy- 
dinary: Every day ſhews us more and more 
the collefled Endowments of all his Royal 
Predeceſſors : And if the reſt of thoſe who 
are about His Highneſss Perſon, could 
come any thing near Tour Lordſhip in Care 
or Capacity, He cannot poſſibly be other- 
wiſe than as Wiſe as Tiberius,os Vitlorious ( 
as Alexander, as Valiant as Julius, and 1 
@ 


as Dapry as Auguſtus. 
But I rob my Prince and the Publick 100 


by the length of this Dedication : Where. 

ore my Lore, I humbly crave Pardon for 
the Liberty I have taken, ſo publickly to | 
profeſs my Self, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips moſt Obedent 
and moſt Entirely Devoted Servant, 
W. AYLOFFE, 


I 
The (Government of the Paſjwns. 


The Introduction. 


Eaſon is that Emanation from the 
Divinity, which 1 it be not the 
{ole end of our being, yet is one 

difference between us and the reſt ofthe 

Creation. Thoſe who firſt ſtudied the 

improving it, were Jultly called Wiſe 

Men : for as they excelled in knowledge 

and underſtanding, they ſeem'd the better 

Copies of their great Original. We may 

 indeedform to our ſelves fom Principles 
of Moral Philoſophy,becaule itsObjett is 

the Work of Man: But it was a bold 
attempt of Reaſon, and ſomewhat more 
curious than cautious, more daring than 
adviſed, to pry into the Eternal Wiſdom - 
of the Alm ighty. St. Auſtin's defining 
the World to be a great Theatre, where 

* the Arr of him that made it ſhon: LOT 
on all hands, was more ptous that ©x- 

act. The preater eftetts of God's IV i1- 

dom and Power are concealed tron our 

Eyes, and utterly impcſhible for us to 

comprehend. Thoſe m ny wo onderfut 
 Oprin®s by which every part of this glo- 

' rious Machine is moved, are all behiad 
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2 The Introduttion. 
the Scenes, and paſt our tinding out, we 
1ee no more than the Dial Plate of the 
1. Clock (asit wee) and nothing at all of 
the movement. Matter 1s we know nor 
what; this Globe 1s ſuſpended we know 
not how, and the whole Univerſe is we 
know not where. Might not the World 
be rather thought a wonderful Riddle 
of the Infinite Wiſdom of God, to em- 
ploy our admiration, but puniſh, if not 
. prevent our Curioſity. The cauſes of all 
things are ſo abftruſe,and our Capacities _ ,,, 
 1o ſhallow, that not only the Aſtrono- - 
mers, but other Natural Philoſophers too S 
may find all their Principles vain; and | x 
that Man is equally ignorant of' the &. 
Graſs that grows in the Fields, and of | 
the Sun that moves in the Firmament, | ,; 
of a Fly, a Piſmire, and his own Perſon. | x, 
'Every thing isfſo uncertain inthe Syſtems | __ 
of Natural Philoſophy, that our greateſt 
prudence is not to meddle with ir at all, | gp 
but humbly admire what whilit we are | ,F 
here below we can never underſtand. } 
Ariſtotle himſelt,that had the profound- * p,; 
elt Capacity of any Man, it he knows fere 
ny thing at all now, ſees a great-many que 
miſtakes in his Books of the Heavens, of | ;t ; 
Meteors, and the Soul, &c. For expe- by 
rience and the benefit of new invented |... 
Inſtru- Jae 
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Inſtruments have taught us a great ma- 
ny abſurdiries in his Works; and here- 
after we may come to find that we are 
not far from being altogether in the 
dark : For Man's Reaſon 1s not ſo uni- 
verſal, but that ſhe is limited in moſt 
SubjeQs. Pythagoraz, though he learnt 
much Natural Philoſophy from the X- 
gyptians, yet he was more curious of 
Morality ; and found out a method of 
improving that even whilſt he inveſti- 
gated Nature. Socrates was a great and 
good Man, and reduc'd it to Principles. 
Zeno afteted a Gravity in all the Air 
of his Philoſophy ; and that ſupercilious 
Sect, when they thought as others did, 
could not be brought to omit the haugh- 
tineſs of their ſtile : In other Points 
they ſought by a captious DialeQick to 
| conceal the defeCtts in their Doctrines to 
| be Sophiſters where they could not be 
ſolid. the better to varniſh the falſhoods 
of their Philoſophy, they thought to 
out-vy the Modeſty and Patience of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, but a&ing by a dit: 
ferent Principle, their Virtue was tfre- 
quently overthrown, and in ſhort, moſt 
of their Virtues were but aPolicy where- 
by they conceal'd their Ignorance and 
Vice, and impos'd upon the unthinking 
part of Mankind. B 2 The 
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The wholg Study of Philoſophy is 
charming, and every part of that body 
has its beauties as well as its beneftts. 
EthicksI confeſs has the leaſt luſtre,and 
T8 utilicy did not enhance its worth, So- 

rates had Walk d by himſclt, and no bo- 
ef been in the Porch with Zeno. How- 
ever Bpicurs would have been crowded, 

for where $ -nſuality is the great Prin- 
Ciple of a Sect of Philoſophers, the Schoc! 
will never be empty ; it Par be Judge, 
wo air Helen the Brive, Tens may be 

ſure of the Caule. 'Tis true, our diſpute 
is ſomewhat unequai, and the Fr.emics 
we are to enzage with in this Inteſtire 
\Warfare.are 10t 0! nly powerful, but dil- 
honourable. St, Par lcem'd to mention 

his Victory at Ep! 2e/145 With Cildain,lince 
he Fn With Beals , and what 
2las are all our Paſſions but ſuch ? 
To tlumph over Avarice is not a ſubject 
to boaſt of, fince daily expetience intoims 
us, It 1S 1tS OWN PRs, and we are 
2S an$!ous 1n Concerning, 25 we were In 


acGU; nay, the horrours wherewith 
2pprehend a loſs, and the eager de- 

fires of gaining more, are two ſuch tor- 
IMEntors, as make the covetous Man ſuf. 
fer more than one Heli? What glory is - 


it to be nct prodigal, fince what is got by 
Rapines 
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Rapines is fquandred away by indiſcre 
tion? and we fooliſhly laviſh what we 
unjuſtly got. Is not the ambitious per- 
{on a ſlave. to every one that can pro- 
more his Interelt, and is he not advanc?l 
by ſo unpar1onable a ſervitude, thar ne- 
celiity it ſelf can hardly render it ſup- 
portable to 2n ingenuous Temper. Mor- 
lity has this fignal advantage, tht it 
makes us gyod Mzn, g904 Matters, 
good Servaitts;and good Subjects: w'tere- 
as Ipzculation fpoits Men, it rerd2rs '&n 
moroſle 12 Converſation, and almoit uſe- 
leſs to the Common-wealth. The Re- 
publick being a Man the poorer tor 
every ſuch Philoſopher. 

Urterly to deſtroy our Paſſions were 
fooliſh to attempt, ſince impofhible to 
eftect ; alas, they are too faraily,and to9 
firmly interwoven in our Nature, and 
can have no other perio4 but whar is 1n 
common with our very Being. However 
we mult try to take from them the de- 
pravity they labour under by the Cor- 
ruption of Nature, and reſtore 'em rq 
their Primitive condition in the ſtate of 
Innocency. In checking 'em alone we 
prevent moſt Vices, -eſpecially thoſe 
whoſe commencements being with dele- 
ctatio”,we can hardly afterwards reſolve 

B 3 to 


6 v The Introdudion. 


to diſengage our ſelves from. And indeed 
we arerarely, it ever,crimioal, but when 
our Paſſions rebel againſt Reaſcn, and 
thereby make the fleſh unhappily tri- 
umph over the ſpirit, and the Man over 
the God. 

The meaſures which the Philoſophers 
took could never efteCt this great de- 
ſign, they thought Nature and Reaſon 
were two ſufficient guides, and without 
any other afhſtance they could travel 
thro' this dangerous Veil of Miſery, and 
bid dehance to the infirmities of huma- 
nity. Their vanity gave 'em ſome cou- 
' rage.and being not acquainted with the 
difficulty, they very readily attempted 
what was infinitely out of their reach. 
It is more eatte, alas, to know what is 
g00d. than to do it. Univerſal Nature 
ipeaks through the mouth of MAledea 
---video meliora probog, deteriora ſequor--- 
Neither the Philoſophers Eloquence,nor 
the merited Ensommms they give Virtue 
throughout their whole writings.can put 
us in poſſeſhion of it : our Malady is too 
inveterate to be awed by ſuch feeble Ca- 
tharticks; and if Grace were not preſcri- 
bed to help Nature, Virtue would be im- 
practicable. We have liberty enough to 
undo our- ſelves by following our own 

: impulſes ; 
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impulſes; but are not able to advance 
one {tep towards our ſalvation; that pro- 
ceeding from Grace as the other does 
from Ffee-will. It we may credit St, Au- 
ſlin,theBeſt ations of the Heathens were 
criminal ; being defettive in their princi- 
pal motive. Not atting by Grace, they 
acted by Concupiſcence, and made their 
own ſelves the end of all their aQions. 
Glory or pleaſure being what they ever 
aim'd at. The Sages themſelves, who 
knew a little more Philoſophy than the 
vulgar ſort,yer were equally toſeck with 
them in this important aitalr ;- tor rho' 
they give glorious Epithets to what they 
call'd virtuous actions, y<t all terminated 
in their own peace and tranquility ; ſome 
Vices are painful], ſome are ignominious, 
and others there be which all Apes have 
had in deteſtation : Now that any Man 
who had the leaſt ſhadow of common 
ſenſe, ſhould be guilty of all thele,were 
a perfect Paralogitm. 

The Epicurians eſteem'd the /:mmum 
bonum to conhit in meer voluptuouſheſs; 
therigid Stoick thought Virtue his hap- 
pineſs,but we Chriſtians think Grace our 
greateſt,nay only felicity. The fir{t made 
the Soul a Slave to ſenſe, and reducd 
their wiſe Man to the beatitude of a 
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Beaſt. The ſecond ſort puftted up the 
Mind with nothing bur vain glory. Lu- 
cifer-like, the miſery of their condition 
did not make *em modeſt, but they were 
as proud in their Chains,as it they were 
{till at the right hand of their Creator. 
The latter conteſs their inabilities, and 
{ſenſible of how little moment, Nature | e\ 
and Reaſon could be to 'em in this dan- | t0 
g2rous Conflict, they implore the aſſt» | 1: 
{tance of Grace, and pretend not to con- _ t 
quer but by the Powers of the Almigh- 

ty. Reaſon, alas, is not our only advan- 

tage; and it | may be allow'd to ſay ſo 
much, *tis not our moſt eflential diſtin- 

ction from the reſt of the Creation. 
Adam was not made to be only Rational, 

nor could he have been ſav'd, if with 

his Reaſon he had not had Juftice. His 
advantage was our undoing.tor he could 

{ive but himſelt,and might damn us all. 
Nature and Grace being united in his 
Perſon, they could not be ſeparated but 

Th by fin. Thus our firſt Parent by diſobe- 

4 dience loſt Original ſuſtice, and revolted 

4 from the Empire ot his lawful Sove- 

&: r4ign, and in his Fall threw his Poſte- 

rity under the Tyranny and Power of 

the Devil. 


The 


The Government of the Paſſtons., 
The: Firſt Part. 


O be. ſubject to Paſſions 1s one 

' of the indi:penfible Conditions 
of Humanity : and no Man was 

ever 10 very moderate, as-not ſometimes 
to be ſhaken with their fatal violence. 
That we are not all equally fo, is more 
the bleſſing of our Temper.,than the re- 
{ſult of our Judgment.: ſo that.our Mo- 


; deration is not ſo much a virtue as a te- 


licity. No part of all Moral Philoſophy 
nas been ſo frequently handled, as this: 
but in my humble opinion, they have 
moſt written with more pomp than pro- 
tit : ſhewing their own Eloquence,with- 
out ever helping in the leaſt our mil- 
fortunes. Some of them have. been ex- 
traordinary induſtrious in declaring the 


| Cauſes of all ſuch irregular Motions: - 


but have never ſubjoyned the leaſt Cau- 
tion how we ſhould govern_them...I heſe 
may juſtly be accuſed of having intorm'd 
us of our diſtemper, without preſcribing 
any remedy. Others more zealous, but 


leſs penetrating in the ſecrets of Nature, 
' have confounded. the . Pathons with 
Vices, making no ditterence. between tha 


B 5 impulſes 


9 


/ y "a % : 
—_ 
'A j 3 
% G * 


ES” OR? 


io The Government of the Paſſions. 


impulſes of the ſex/arrve Appetite, and 
the diſorders of the Will: the necellary 


o 
. _ 


Conſequences of whoſe Argumentations, | 


is, that we cannot be paſſionate unleſs 
we are Criminal likewiſe. Some again 
would ſtifle the Paſſions ; elevating Man 
to the immediate condition of the An- 
gels, without refle&ting that he conlhilt- 
eth of both Body and Soul, and that the 
Soul can neyer be here totally freed 


irom the malignant impreſſions of the . 


matter in which ſheis ſo deeply engag'd. 

As the Stoicks have always been re- 
Marked for the moſt. haughty proud 
Sect of all the Philoſophers ; ſo their 
Arrogance appears in nothing more pal- 
pable than in the Wars they have 10 
loudly proclaim'd againſt the Paſſions. 
They think it eaſjer to deſtroy theſe 


Monſters, than to tame them : that at 


beft they are but ſo many diſeaſes of the 
voul. That the grand Miſeries of Man- 
kind confiſteth in this, that he owes his 


tfatety to his Ruines, and all his glory to 


tis wretchedneſs ; ih as much as he can- 


not be Couragious without being Cho- | 


lerick, or prudent without fear, How- 


ever, notwithſtanding the florid gloſs of | 


all theſe elaborate and adorned reaſons, 


they could neyer produce a Philoſopher : 
according :- 
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according to their definition, but in ima- 
gination alone. To elevate their Wiſe © 
man they degraded their F#piter, yet 
the whole World has long ſince been 
{enfible, that whilſt they endeavoured to 
make a Divinity, they only conſecrated : 
an Idol. *Twas indeed admirably well 
oolerv'd of St. Auſtin touching the inſo- 
lence of the Stoicks, that they only dif- - 
tered from other Philoſophers in an at- 
' tected Arrogancy of terms ; and that al- 
though their exprefſons were more 
haughty, yet were their ſentiments no - 
jublimer than thoſe of other Sects. In 
efteQ they blame not ſo much the Paſ: 
tions.as their Excelles ; and if they vainly 
boaſted ſome fond deftire of imothering 
them, yet they never had any hopes of 
_ effefting it. 
| It ſeems much leſs difficult to govern 
| the Paſhons than the Senſes: for Love 
and Fear, are ſooner brought to reaſon, 
than Hunger or Thirſt: 1o that in as 
* much as we can command our "Senſes, 
we may by reaſon ſubject our Paſhons 
* likewiſe, and render our defires and 
fears, as virtuous as we make-our faſt- 


' ings and watchings religious acts. - 
Reaſon is the great propriety of Man ,. 


| a] other qualifications are but __— 
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and adventitious ; he loſeth them,with- 
out impoveriſhing himſelf,and provided 
he be rational, he can always {tile him- 
{elf Man. This mutt be the great ſource 
of our felicity; and by managing the 
motions of the inferiour part of the 
Soul. : we ſhall learn how alt the Pal- 
fions may ſerve to our advantage. Fear 
proves our ſecurity, and Hope animates : 
us to generous Enterprizes, by 1o much 
the more glorious as they ſeem to be 
environed with difficulties. In ſhort, the 
Patihions are not ſo predominant, but that | 
they may be ſubjugated by reaſon. Vir- 
rue would want employ, if ſhe had not 
Paſtons to vanquiſh, or at leaſt to regu- 
late. Winds brides in Fear; Modeſty 
meaſures our Defires, Temperance re- 
,. Prelles the violent inſtigations of Volup- | 
'__ tuouſneſs, Clemency moderates the efer- 
velcency of Choler : and if it were not 
for this,Princes would neither be merci. 
ful nor Juſt. 
If the Paſſions receive ſuch great ad-: 
vantages from the afhſtance of Virtue." 
after ſome training in her School, they, 
tepay her richly, and ſerve her as faith-: 
fully. Fear is the greateſt part of Pru-/ 
dence ; and tho' ſome tax her with an-. 
 ticipating Evils; yet ſhe doth not 10, 
much 
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much foreſtall dangers, to make them 
more afflitting, but by conliderins 
them at a diſtance, {he teaches us how 
we may happily avoid them, or patient- 
ly undergo them. Boldnelſs attends Va- 
10ur.and the moſt illuſtrious CO 
owe their Lawrels to the generolity of 
this Paffion. Choler ſupports Juſtice, 
animating Magitſtfates to the puniſhment 
of Criminals : ſo that there 1s not any 
one Paſſion but what is ſublervient to 
Virtue, when it is guided by reaſon, and 
thoſe who have vented ſo much of their 
malicious Eloquence in crying down the 
Paſhons, have only ſhewed they were ig- 
norant both as to their ule and merit, 
We may define Paſſion then to be a 
motion of the ſenfitive Appetite, occa- 
ſioned by imagination of a real or anap- 
parent good, orevil. In its birth it hath 
no other malignity than what it con- 
tracts from the Corruption of Humane 
Nature. But when the underſtanding 
begins to be obfuſcated with the fuligi- 
nous Clouds of their Vapours, or elſe 
vanquiſh'd with the ſofter blandiſhments 
of their ſolicitations, and 1o perverts the 
Will. then, and only then, their motions 
turn rebellious, and who was - but irre- 
gular before, is now become entirely 


Criminal : * 
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criminal: for as the impulſes of the in- 
feriour part of the Soul are no ways 
tree of themſelves,they cannot be vicious 


but when they are voluntary. 
Theſe Paſſions we ſhall endeavour to 


bring under the Government of Reaſon - . 


aud by the aſhſtance of Grace happily 
tranſmute them into ſo many Virtues. 
"Tis not enough here to know the Caule 
of our Malady, unleſs we are inſtructed 
in the Cure too. For theſe are diſtem- 
pers which charm, and the Patient fre- 
quently fears nothing more than reco- 
very. We cannot deſtroy our Paſſions 
without making a rupture in the Oeco- 
nomy of our Nature; yet we may 
draw great Service from them ; more 
than barely as ſome fancied, by trying 
our Courage in repelling their too rapid 
violence : or our conſtancy in ſupporting 
them patiently. I hope to demonſtrate 
that as Providence did work our Salva- 

tion out of our ruine, ſo we may ga- 

ther our tranquility and happineſs out 

of that very mighty diſorder which our 

Paſhons occaſion in us. 

Of the Number of our Paſhons. 
Ome have made the Paſſions.as 'twere 
_ to flow from two different Springs, 


which they term the Concupi/cible and 
he 
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the Ira/cible Aperite : Suppoſing that 
ſuch contrary Motions could not be et- 
tected by oneand the ſame Power,or part 
of the Soul. Yet, with their leave;I ſhould 
rather follow the Opinion of St. Aſtin, 
not believing thar a diverſity of Senti- 
ments preſuppoſes a diverfity of Facul- 
ties too, Tince one Man trequently de- 
fires Things contrary in a TR ; yet 


- he conlerves the unity of his Perſon in 


the variety of his Defires. The Holy Fa- 
ther had a ſevere Tryal of this in his 
Converſion ; his Soul was diſtracted 
with dittering Sentiments, and the good 
Saint wonder'd that having but oneWill, 
he ſhould be capable of forming ſuch 
very oppoſite Reſolutions ; 1ſo that the 
Paſſhons may pothbly flow all from the 
ſame individual Source ; fince the Soul 
is not either divided or multiplied by its 
various Faculties ; preſerving the unity 
of its Efſence, even in the multitude of 
its Operations. 

The Philoſophers themſelves are di- 
vided in their Op:n:ons concerning the 
Number 6f the Paſſions ; yet 1 can't but 
ſide with St. Auſtin in this parricular 
likewife ; and hold, that Love is the 
only Paſſion which agitates us:For as the 
ſame valt Body ot Water, generally ter- 

med 
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med the Seza,has diſtinct Names in every 
reſpeQtive Part of the World through 
which it paſles; or as the Heaven's made 
4 ditterent Divinity of eachAttribute and 
Perte&tion of God ; ſo the various Et- 
tects of this onePaſhon has been the great 
occaſion of Man's judging that there 
were many of ſeveral Natures, ſuppo- 
ſing that it changed its Condition as of- 


ten as it changed its Conduct. Thus 


Reaſon confirms our Belief that there's 
but one only Paſſion, and what others 
have thought to be ſuch, were but only 
{o many Properties of this one. Deliring 
and Shunning, Hope and Fear are the 
Motions of Love,by which it ſeeks what 
pleaſes, and flies what is diſagreeable to 
it. *Tis but a very frivolous. Objection 
t0othis Hvyothefis, That Love mutt of 
Conſequence transform it ſelf into its 
Contrary, which is Hatred, for even 
that very Motion of Love 1s reconcila- 
ble with Reaſon and Experience, lince 
one Cauſe produces contrary EfteQts ; 
the Sun melts wax and hardens Clay ; 


Tuſtice puniſhes Crimes and rewards 


Virtue ; or if we may preſume to fiy a 
ep higher, God only hates fin, becauſe 


heloves himſelf. 


Whether 


—— 
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Whether there were any Paſſions in 
the State of Innocence. 


'T1S 10 long a Tract of Time finc© 
Man loſt his Innocence, that wEe 

at preſent have bur a taint Idea of what 
it was ; nay, did not the Juſtice of God 
uniſh the Crimes of the Farher in the. 
Perſor of rheSon, peradventure we ſhould 
hardly regret the loſs, as irreparable as 
it'is. Every one diſcribes the State of 
Innocence according to his own Imagi- 


' nation, yet doubtleſs as the Earth brought 


forth no Thorns, fo the Heavens had no 
malignant Influences ; every thing con- 


 Tpired to the Felicity of our fiſt Parents, 


and the very Beaſt which inhabited the 
Woods ( for Deſarts there were none) 
could not be called Savage, the Viper 
was without Poiſon, and the Typger with- 
out Treachery : Yet alas this is all but 
Opinion too; and we are as far to ſeek 
concerning his Nature, as concerning his 
Beatitude,'tis but congruous to think that 
Adam, being created Perfect, was ſubject 
to neither Malady in his Body, nor to 
any Diſturbance in his Mind : He was 


; obliged toeat indeed to ſupport Nature, 
{ but as Time would have attenuated his 


' Strength, ſo had the infinite Providence 


of 
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of God preſcribed him the Tree of Lite 
to reſtore him to his priſtine Vigour.No- 
thing could kill him but Sin, ſo thar he 
was not immortal by Nature, but yet 
by Grace he was ſo. His Soul was 
queſtionleſs as happily itated as his Body, 
Ince he knew every thing by the innate 
Faculties thereof. He had only good 
Inclinations, his Aﬀections were under 
Subjection, and though he was not in- 
ſenf1ble, yet nothing could diſturb him, 
his Paſſions were as natural to him, as 
Ours are to us, but with this happy Cir- 
cumktance.that they were more obedient, 
and as the Oeconomy of his Natural 


Syſtem, made him capable of our Mo- | 
tions, 10 original Juſtice prevented their : 


Diſorders. 


Not but that we muſt grant ſome of | 
the Paſhons to be inconfiſtent with the 
State Adam was in ; fadneſs and diſpair | 
could not have Place ina Soul compleat- | 


ly happy, fo that he was rather unmo- 
ved with them through want of a Sub- 
ject, than want of Capacity. In ſo great 


a Pitch of Bearitude as Adam enjoyed, | 
his Reaſon could not be thought to ex: : 


cite Paſſhons, deſigned only for the 


Wretched. Doubtleſs 4dam was atraid * 


of the Puniſhmert annexed to his Tranl- 


greſtion, | 
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greſſion, and hoped for the Reward in 


| Caſe of Obedience. As he delired to 


preſerve the mighty Felicity of his Mate, 


*twas but naturally Conſequential to 


apprehend an Alteration in it. As Is 


Senſes were a Part of his Body, 10 were 


his Paſſions Part of his Soul, and they 


differed from ours, not in their Nature, 


bur in the abſoluteneſs of their Subjectt- 
on to his Will. 


If there were any Paſſions in Feſus Chriſt, 
and wherein they differed from ours. 


T: would argue an extraordinary and 
unpardonable Ignorance in a Chri- 
ſtian, not to know that our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour took upon him the Form of a 


Man, ſubject to all the Infirmities there- 
of, Sin only excepted. He was conſtrain- 
ed to ſupport his Life with Meat, and 
| refreſhed his wearied Body with ſleep ; 


- | he was punifhed with theWinters cold, 


and was dropping with the Heat in Sum- 
mer. The very Elements which reve- 
renced him as a God, had perſecuted 


him as a Man, and he felt the Pangs 
and Agonies of Death it felt upon the 
yas which he had delivered Lazar 
{trom. 


As Paſſions are the moſt natural Weak- 
nelles 
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neſles ofHumanity ſo he would not be ex ; Þ 
empted from them rthar they m' ighr be 71 
a Teltimony of his Love, and an irre- f 
tragable Argument of the Verity of his 2 © 
Incarnation. ” He mingled his Tears:with | U 
thoſe of Mary Dagdalen, and rhoug hq 
e was gning to remedy them by his 
Power, yet he would firſt fee] rh im by 
his C ompaii >n, and by that Weakneſs 
(h2w he was a Mn, betore h2 would 
work a Miracl2 to ſhw he was 2 God: 
As hehad a real Body, ſo he.couid 
not have ors: Paſiions, and as 
ha was actually a Man, ſo was his! 
AfMittion aQtual too. But whillt we | 
would magniftie the Love of the Son of : 
God to vs, we muſt not ſubſtract from : 
his Grandure; Paſtions he had, but not; 
diſorderly like ours : , they were always! 
ſubject t@ his Will, "and waited on his: 
Reaſons to accompliſh his defigns. | 
But alas! *tis infinitely otherwiſe with | 
frail Man ; his Soul is in a continual and ' 
violent agitation; one Paſhon gives way | 
for another to create new confuſtons, and * 
amongſt ſo many and 10 powerfully ty-\ 
rannical Enemies, how 1s 1t poſiible for! 
- him to enjoy any conliderable reſt ? ours 
dehires are inordinate, and moſt of our 
lorrows ridiculous : Our Anger trani-! 

ports 


habe FN, bs. goagt Jags. ot. bois. dna: ED. HQ 


cy # -- foe HE i Bs He 


tO 


wet—vpeokflof-wH.i 


4 
4 
4 
» 


oF m— 


Ws WW CT oc” Fa YU HGWH3 


a 


The Government of the Paſsions. 21 


' ports vs 1ſo far, that we are as rigorous 


in puniſhing an 11] word as a Murther. 
And it any one would {erioutly compare 
our Pathons with the Cauſes that excite 
them, they might eafily remark that 
"tis ſcarce poſhble we ſhould ever have 
any that were not Criminal. Our hatred 
EXCceds the Injury which created ir, our 
Hope 1s ſolid where the thing hoped 
tor is periſhable. Our Saviour his Anger 
was to revenge the diſhonour done to 
his Father, or elſe ro chaſtiſe them,who 
by their worldly negotiations profan'd 
his Holy Temple. *lis anew obligation 
we have to his Bounty, that he did not 


| deſpiſe our Infirmities. What everlaſt- 


Ing and bitter reproaches may he qultly 


' make us, ſhould we not have an ardent 
| delire for his Glory, who has ſhew'd fo 
\ much for our Salvation : or ſhould we 


! not combate azainlt his Enemies, hnce 


es. FOOT) SLIPS x 


O 


| he has utterly vanquifh'd all ours. What, 
ſhall we nor ſhed a tear for his diſgra- 
| ces, who poured forth his Blood to 1a- 


tisfie for our ſins ? Indeed he would 


Of 
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Of the diſorderlineſs of Mans Paſsions. 


(Hough there be many ſtupendous 
T things in Man, worthy our conf1- 


deration, and which do loudly expreſs 


the greatneſs of that Wiſdom which 
created him, yet there 1s nothing more 
extraordinary than his Conſtitution : 
both Heaven and Earth are united in 
his Perſon, and he is at once both an 
Angel and a Beaft. As the Power of 
God was manifeſted in the union of 
theſe two Parts ſo highly diſagreeing 
in themſelves; 10 his Wiſdom was not 
leſs apparent in cauſing ſo good a Cor- 
reſpondency between them ; the Soul 
participated of all the Contentment and 
SatisfaQtion of the Body, and the Body 
miniſtred to the Purpoſes of the Soul 
without ſiiftering a Violence towards 
its own Propenlities. 

This happy Intelligence between them 
laſted no longer than Adam's Obedience, 


for he had no ſooner fallen,but the Beaſts 


did rebel againſt his Authority, His 
SubjeAs became his moſt inveterate E- 
nemics, to execute the Juſtice of his of- 
tended Creator. The very Elements 
were at diſcord in his Body, and his 
Body role up agamſt his Spirit ; and 

this 
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this inteſtine War was by ſo much the 
more eahly Kindled, as the preceding 


Peace was rather the Reſult of Grace 


X : * - 
reduc; a4 


than Nature. Nor is there any proſpect 
of any Enjoyment of Peace here on 
Earth ; fince, as the Apoſtle tells us, 
the Fleſh evermore is rebelling againſt 
the Spirit, and 'the Spirit againſt the 
Fleſh. 

From this mighty Diſorder proceed 
all the Malignity of our Paffions, and 
though they are equally Daughters of 
the Soul and Body, yet theſe fo unnatu- 
ral Children only ſerve to encreaſe the 
Divifton between their Parents. Thus 
the Spirit of Man can never be at reſt ; 
but is forced to nouriſh in his Boſom 
thole very Vipers, which he lees devou- 
ring him. This Diſorder is the Penalty 


of our Tranſgreſſion ; and the Frailty 


under which we groan, is not the Pro- 
duct of our Nature, but the Chaitiſe- 
ment of the Juſtice of God. For the 


Revolt of the Fleſh againſt the Spirit, 
: Is nota Condition of our Being, but a 


ſevere Puniſhment of Sin. 
Since Man then is Criminal, and his 


! Reaſon which _ to regulate his 


' now dilobedient 


'X 
wth 


 obnubulated ; he.mult of neceſſity have 


aſſhons , 1s become 
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recourſe to Grace, and implore that 
from Mercy, which Juſtice has depri- 
ved him of. And fince he cannot hope | 
for a Peace,ſo mult at leaſt labour to ob- ? 


tain a Victor Y. D 


Nature alone cannot regulate our | 
| Paſſions, ; 
Here was ſome ſpecious Pretext of 
Verity in the confounding all our 
Paſhons with Vices ; for in that State 
to which fin has reduced us. we have no 
Thoughts but what are impure, and as | 
our Nature is totally corrupted, ſo of + 
Conſequence all our CE are dif- ! 
orderly ; for the Streams muſt necel- - 
ſarily be troubled which flow from a 
foul Spring. *Twas a generous Effort, 
I confeſs, of the Philoſophers, but vain 
withal, to atrempt the making Man 
as moderate in the State of Sin, as he 
was under original Juſtice. But we 
Chriſtians have learned other Docu- : 
ments from the ſacred Scripture ; we ; 
know that Grace muſt aſſiſt Reaſon to # 
repel the violent Emotions of our Paſe | 
fions for of our ſelves we are not ca- | 
pable of remedying their Ltcgulatity, | 


though we do not approve 01 it, 
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Nature in her ſelf has not loſt any 
thing of her original Excellency, tho? 
_ examining her under the miſerable ſervi- 
rude of fin, ſhe has not the power of exerr- 
ing her ſelt ro ſo much good as formerly. 
She is not annihilated, tho' ihe is become 
Criminal, and even under this Frailry 
there remains ſome Tincture of her An- 
cient Condition. For,as St. Auſtin ſays, 
there is doubtleſs no queſtion, but we e- 
ſteem the Being of Man, tho' we con- 
demn his Sin : nor can we more reaſon- 
ably blame him, than in ſhewing how 
he diſhonours that by the fatal Contagi- 
on of his Iniquity, which was fo very 


. *. honourable by irs own Nature. 


Even under fin Man has ſome good 
Inclinations, but wanteth the power to 
follow them ; he has good Purpoſes. 
but knows not how to eitect them, and 
like Birds caught in a Net.can'tuſe thoſe 
very Wings they have, or recover that 
Liberty they defire. Grace only can 
comfort us under our Miſery, and give 
us ſtrength to refit Vice, practiſe Virtue, 
and regulate all the Inordinatenefs of 
our Paſhons. 


" 
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Of the neceſsity of Grace to govern the © 
FE aſs 10NS. q 
HE Grace which Jeſus Chriſt has | 
purchaſed for us at the expence of |} 
his Blood, is infinitely more precious 
than what we loſt in Adam's Fall; its : 
Advantages are ſo glorioully great, that ! 
they exceed our very Defires. It not ? 
only elevates us far above our Conditi- ? 
on, and promiles us a Felicity equal to ' 
that of .the Angels ; but makes Chriſt 
our Head, and obliges God himſclt ro 
acknowledge us his Children, parta- 
kers of Glory with his own beloved 
von : But this only reſpects Fururity;tor 
tho*' we have already received the happy 
Pledges of theſe moſt gracious Promiles, 
and that this Grace lies in the bottom ot 
our Souls; yet alas / the Body is {till wal- 
lowing 1n its Iniquity ; and tho' the Spi- 
rit be reinforced, yet the Fleſh is ſtill 
oppreſs'd with its uſual Weaknefles, and 
2roans under an intollerable Bondage, 
whilſt its other viſter taſtes all theSweets 
of Peace and Liberty. 

Bapriſm doth not totally take away 
Concupilſcence ; it only moderates it ; 
and tho 1t ſtrengthens the Soul, yet it 
leaves her {tilt in a certain languid Con- 

| dition, 
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q | _ which cannot be taken away 
ertectly till ſhe comes into Glory. This 
nels and Imbecillity of her State 
; is not a vin ; and tho' it prove the ex- 
/ uberant Source of many, yet it doth not 
! render us culpable, but when we too 
 poorely ſubmit to its Inſtigations. We con- 
| fider not ſo much the Beginning as the 
; Cauſe of a Man's Anger : Nor do we 
| Pew = h the deepneſs of his Sorrow, but 
the Subject of it: Nor do we examine 
:ſo much, if a Man be ſeized with any 
| pannick Apprehenfion or not, but where- 
|fore he is ſo. If he be angry ar a fin- 
: ner, to reclaim him; or if he is attlicted 
| with the miſerable, tro comfort them ; 
{or if by his tear he can prevent the ruin 
[of one, who was precipitating himſelt 
Jinto danger. I cannot imagine any Judge 
{would be 1o ſevere, as to condemn Pal- 
'fions ſo uſeful ; and he mult forfeir his 
*Pretenfions to Rationality who would 
|forbid us ſuch innocent AﬀeRtions as 
thoſe. 
: Of conſequence then, the Exceſs only 
is blameable, and the Paſſions are no 
Longer Criminal. than they are immo- 
erate. -Concupiſcence i 1s born with us, 
ind grews in vigour and {trengrth, as we 
0 our ſelves; nor eIvE it generally leave 
9 us, 
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vs, but with the laſt gaſp. However in ? 
an Aftair 10 important to our Salvation, 1 
it bzchoves us to be very Sena | 
left by our Negligence, we ſhould add © 
new Forces to an Enemy, that is but too 
puillant of its ſelf. Since we have en- 
tred the Liſt together, let us mantully 
attack it; and, it it be poſible, by Art : 
Or Induſtry, make that die before us, | 
which came into the World with us. 
But the Conſummation of this preat | 
and happy Victory is not to be hoped | 
tor in our Condition ; and fince Grace! 
IS not able to ex ringuiſh Concupiſcence | 
either can {he utterly maſter our Pal-| 


1101s. 


Our Senſes are chiefly the Cauſes of the * 


Dil orders of our Paſs10ns. 


Cannot but lament the ſad Condition 1 
of the Soul, when I reflect whar a! 


Priſoner the is to the Body ; nor can U 
wonder, that ſhe {o very trequently mi- 

takes Errors for Truths, fince her ſncel-\ 
ligence 1s conveyed to her through the! 
Parts of the Senſes. She can know no- 
thing but by the Ears or the Eyes ; and 
their Information 1s generally fo de: 
ccittul that Blindneſs were preferable ro 


tazir falls Lights ; and- an utter Ipno- 
rance 
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in © rancelefs inſupportable than the fatal du- 


N 
r 


7 dy renders her a Slave to all the Senfzs, 


bious Knowledze they procure us. 
Nature engaging the Soul in the Bo- 


and thereby obliges her, in her moſt 


{ Noble and Confiderable Operations, to 


! take Advice of thoſz who are Stone- 
7 blind. From hence 1s it thar the grea- 


teſt Part of our 2cquirzd Knowledze. is 
but a painful Compoiition of Errors ; 
and-even the Truth it felt is never unar- 
tended with ſome Lyes. . Our Opiniot.'s 
are uncertain, and our Paſſions, which 
are generally guided by them, cannot 
but be irregular. 


There is more Irregulzrity in the Paſst- 
ons of Man, than in thoſe of Beaſts. 
An's Advantages are prejudicial to 
him; and Reaſon it ſelf, when 
once ſhe becomes a Slave to the Senſes, 
only ſerves to make our AﬀeCctions {fo 
much 'the more unreaſonable, as they 
blindly belteve themſelves in the Righr. 
The brute Beaſts only apprehend the 
Danger that ' is immediately falling 
down upon them. And as they have 
no Knowledge of what is future, ſo do 
they hardly ever refle& on what is paſt. 
But Man. born for his own Deſtruction, 

So {ol- 
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{ollicitouſly looks out for Danger , be- ! 
fore it approaches, as tho' he was in ! 
haſte to pluck down his Miſery ; or to 7 
enlarge the vaſt Empire of Fortune he | 
prevents her Malice, and anticipates E- | 
vils, to which ſhe had not as yet given 
birth. Our Fear is equally buſted with 
what's paſt, and what is ſtill to come ; 
and as we ihiver at the Remembrance of 
a Danger long ſince hapned , ſo we 
tremble ar a Diſaſter, not as yet fallen 
upon us : Thus are we as wretched by ' 
what may happen to us as by what | 
Goth. 
The Brutes are afteQed with but very 
tzw Objects , and abſtracted from things 
that are requiſite to the mere ſupport 
of their Lives, they look upon all o- 
ther things wirh an Indifterency that 
ihames even the Philoſophers. Neither 
Necellity nor Reaſon can put Bounds to 
Man's Defire : Ulſetul is nor enough, he 
muſt have Superfluity. And we may 
truly advance this ſhort, bur pathetick 
Characteriſtick of Man, thar he 1s as 
ingenious as afhiduous in his own Deſtru- 
ction ; generally employing the Saga- 
city of his Wit,to make him either more 
miſerable, or more criminal. The 
Beaſts are ſtupid, and their Complexion 
being 
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being moſt of Earth, renders them in- 
ſenſible, thereby happily exempting 
them from thoſe numerous Evils which 
only wound us, becauſe they firſt woun- 
ded:our Imagination. 

The Life of Brutes is uniform in rete- 
rence to its ſelf ; and Nature having con- 
fined them to narrow Bounds, they have 
but a ſmall Number of Paffions ; Fea 
and Defire making all their Motions ot 
the ſenfitive Soul. 

But as Man is ſubject to Ten thou: 
ſand Rencounters, all of diftering Na- 


| tures, as of yarious Circumſtances ; his 


Paſſions riſe up in Mulrtitudes, and on 
what fide 1o ever he bur turns. he meets 
with new Subjects of Fear or Anger, of 
Pleaſure or Pain. Which Confideration 
alone did give occaftion to the Poets to 
unite in the Perſon of every Man, the 
Malice of a Serpent, ' the Fury of the 
Tyger, the Choler of the Lyon, and 
the Lubricity of the Goat , demonſtra- 
ting from hence, that Man alone had as 
many Paflions as all the Beaſts toge- 
ther. And indeed Man has not only 
more in Number, but they are much 
more impetuous in their Irruptions. *Tis 
not unworthy remarking,that the Brutes 
muſt be provoked to Anger, the roaring 

C 4  Buifter 
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Buffler is not furious till he is hard © 
hunted ; and *tis the Cry of the Hounds 
and Hollowing of the Huntſmen, that 
ſtirs up the dreadful foaming Boar : 
Their Pain or Danger is no ſooner over 
bur they forget the Injury;whereas Man, 
once the Glory of the Creation, can't 
ſupport a wrye Look ; and ſo far from 
pardoning Afﬀronts, that he bequeaths 
*m to his Poſterity ro revenge atter his 
Dearth, leaving them equally Heirs of 
his Indignation and Malice, as of his ' 
Subſtance. ; 


As there is nothing more difficult, ſo 
there is nothing more\glorious than the 


Government of ihe Paſs10ns. 
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1.4 the glorious things of this 
World t!;ould be too common, 
Nature has wiſely made them to be 
difficult. The never fading Laurels of 

| the happy Conquerors, coſt them a 
thouſand and a thouſand Toyls ; they 
are purchaſed with their Blood, and 
{omerimes at the Expence of their Lives 
too. They muit ſurmount Dangers, 
and acquire this Felicity with innume- 
rable Fatigues. But how glorious then 
mult the Victory be,which we gain over 
our 


— 


F The Government of the Paſfuoirs. 57 
| 27 our ſelves ? Capricious Fortune can be 
7 no ways aſliſtant to us here; and tho' 
. 3 the conducted AZexander through the 
{ whole World, and brought him {ſo 
triumphant Home ; yet ſhe could not 
prevent his murthering C/pzz5, and by 
one raſh Action tarnith all the Glory 
he had acquired by ſo many and 1o 
incredible Victories, Our Paſlions arc 
In a Sphere beyond the reach of tha 
tickle ' Goddeſs; and what enhances 
the Luſtre of our Conquelt, is that we 
tight againſt Part of our ſelves, and 
acting both as Commander and Soldier, 
none can pretend a ſhare in the Glory 
of our Victory. In moſt other Com- 
bates we are ezg'd on by a certain Poinr 
of Honour ; nay, ſometime Revenge and 
Choler conſticure the greareſ\t part of our 
Bravery. Hope ſtimulares us on, and 
the vain-glotious Delire of vanquilſhing, 
makes us ez2rt our uttzrmolt Ejtorts to 
accompliſh ir. But alas ! here our For- 
ces are divided, and w2 engage With. 
but part of our Troops ; and. tho' Dut 
and Virtue may aaimate us to an Arrack, 
yet the tender AﬀeCction we bear our 
very Enemies makgs us ſo much the 
leſs reſolute, apprehznding an Advar- 
tage that mult coſt us all our Pleaſures. 
GY Tho”. 
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Tho our Paſſions are irregular, yet are 


they part of us ; and we cannot readily 
reſolve to tear out our Bowels, becauſe | 
they ſometimes diſpleaſe us. If Grace k 
doth not affiſt us, our Selt-Love will *' 


betray us, and we ſhall ſpare thoſe 
Rebels, becauſe they are Relations. F 
The Nature of theſe Enemies makes | 
the Conqueſt difficult, and an utter | 
Overthrow almoſt impoſhble; they may 
be worſted,” but never 10 defeated, 
but that upon the next occaſion they 
are as inſolent and as formidable as at 
friſt, Their Being is 1o bound up with 
our Own, that both muſt either die or 
live together. Hydra-like theſe Mon- 
fters encreaſe by their Ruine ; or as 
Anthexs, gather new Vigor by being 
ſuppreiled. They muſt be loaded with 
Irons, and uſed like Gally-Slaves, to 
whom is left the Freedom of their 
Arras, only to row withal ; ſo ſince 
vie cannot hope for a compleat Victory 
over theſe {ſtubborn Enemies, or de- 
ſtroy them with our ſelves, we muſt 
bring them to Reaſon by torce, and ' 
make all their Motions ſubſervient ro :' 
Virtue and Prudence: 4 
If the Greatneſs of the Difficulty : 
frights us from undertaking the Eg F 
tz i 
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flick ; the Glory that accrues from it 
ſhould puſh us forward, in as much as 
the Sun ſhines on nothing more 1iluſtri- 
ous than a Man who commands his 
Paſſions. No Diadem 1s 1lumcient for 
ſuch a Hero's Brow, no Encomiums 
equal to his Merit, and 1t muK be Erer- 
nity alone, that can reccmpence lo great 
4 pitch of Virtue- The Reality and 
Subſlance of ſuch a Conqueſt mult needs 
be ineſtimable, fince we adore even the 
very Appearances and Shadows of it. 
What makes us admire the Sages of the 
World, but for having ſeem'd, rathe: 
than inettect that they did conquer their 
Paſhons? Cato {urpaſles Pompey, and So- 
crates the great Alexander ;, their Victo- 
ries caus'd no Blood-ſhed; made nei 
ther Widow nor Fatherleſs: They ſwam 
not to their Laurels in a ſtream of 
Tears. nor did they depopulate Cities 
to erect their Trophies. It they fought 
for their Liberty, they. made none mi- 
{lerable thereby, and without taking 0- 
thers Priſoners, they freed themſelves 
from an odious Tyrannical Bondage. 
How mult it tar:ith the Lultre or thote 
Heroes Glory, who owing all their 
Grandeur to their Imuſtice, have only 
been tamous, in that they were extra- 

ordinary 
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ordinary Criminal, and of whom Ht- 
{tories would have made no mention, 
had they not burnt Towns, plunder'd 
Cities, kill'd Men, and ruin'd whole 
Nartions ? 

Thoſe who only wage War with 
their Paſſions, enjoy a far more ſolid 
Pleaſure in the benefit of their Conquelt, 
than the other Heroes do, whoſe 1arit- 
tation is allay'd ; and the remorſe of 
Blood and Death, Deſirudtion and Mt- | | 
{ery abates the Glorious Triumph. The |! \ 
Former we praiſe without Flattery, and | | 
admire them without baſe Envy ; we _ 
extol them above the Throne of the moſt 
Puiſant Monarch here, and when we | 
have ftollow'd them rhrough the Church, | 
we aſcribe them happy Manſions in |: 
Heaven. Their Examples help us to | 
compleat the ſame great and glorious | 
Dehgns ; we read their Lives with ad- 
miration; and learning trom their expe- 
rieice thoſe innocent but lure Artifices, 
with which they prevented the inſur- 
rection of 1o very troubleſom Enemies, 
we facilitate the fame happy Victory to 
our lelves. | 

Their chiefeft Maxim upon which | 
they depended, was never wholly to re- | 
:5 vpon their own ſtrength ; tor Na- | 
ture 
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ture is deprav'd, our Reſolution weak; 
and Temptation ſtrong as the Devil is 
ſubtil; ſo that nothing but Grace can 
ſecure us the Conquelt. 


No Slavery is ſo miſerable, as that of 
being overpower d by our Paſſwns. © 


Iberty is ſo charming,and Servitude 

ſo inſupporrable; that without exa- 
geration, we may ay, it one is the great- 
eſt Bliſs, the other is the ſevereſt Mil: 
fortune Man can lie under. Nature 
ſeems to ſuggeſt to us the ſweetneſs of 
Freedom, when ſhe prompts us to ex- 
poſe our very Lives, to ſecure that, or 
prevent Slavery. Yet tho' this Evil be 
ſo anxious to bear, notwithſtanding 
the tyranny of our Paſhons is ſomething 
beyond compariſon with it; and:Wwe 
muſt grant, that no Bondage upon 
Earth can be equal to that, where theſe 
cruel Maſters domineer. Others are but 
Slaves in the leſs worthy and confidera- 
ble part of Man, vzz. his Body ; their 
Soul is at liberty, tho' their Limbs lye 
in Irons. But our unhappy deplorable 
Slave is fetter'd even in his Soul, and 
hath not the liberty of thinking as he 
pleaſes, but when he will be CE 
ie 
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The violent impulſes of his Paſſions 


”'  AdiQate to him what he muſt defire, |: 
i and what he muſt dread ; he loſes thar | 
p freedom, which the darkelt Dungeon, | 
'Y or the moſt ponderous Fetters can't de- | 
} prive the poorett meaneſt Slave of, and #4 


1 which the moſt cruel! blood-thirſty Ty- ©! 
1 rant cannot deny to his molt abomina- *' 

ted Captive. 
4 If our Maſters are too auſtere,we can 
| change them ; and few Slaves but have | 
the benefit of a Ranſom ; yet wherever | 


wwe go we drag our Shackles and Bolts 
1 with us, and change not our condition, | 
Pp. tho' we do our reſidence. The Fatal 


f cauſe of our Miſery is within us, and 
we traniport our Enemies, where-ever 
&* g0 our ſelves: Nay, tor a ſurcharge 

our Wretchedneſs, we are ſo very 
{trangely bewitch'd with this Vattal- 
\4 lage, that we have not only loft our 
7] Freedom, but we have loſt even the ve- 
ry defire too of regaining it. We are 
in love with our vServitude, and kils, 
nay hug the weighty Chain; and by an {! 
unheard of Blindneſs, we are ſo farally | 
ln enchanted with our Captivity, that we | 
bh dread and apprehend a Deliverance. þ 
How miſerable is that Man, and how |} 


delervedly is he 10; who will not be at 
the $ 
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the pains of one generous Reſolution, 
one brisk vigorous Etftorr, to free him- 
ſelt trom 1o dereſtable a Priſon, ſo ig- 
nominious a Thraldom as that of his 
Paſſons ? 

He who is a Slave to any one Man, 
may in proce1s of time, by ſubmifhve 
comportment and taithful Service alle- 
viate his Bondage: For he who has but 
one only Maſter to pleale, cannor be ex- 
treamly miſerable, or long ſo. It it be 
impoſtible to pleaſe two Maſters, how 
1s that Wretch iſtated, who has as ma- 
ny as he has Pattions, and is neceflitated 
to obey them, even under rheir contra- 
dictory Commands ? No tooner one 
ceaſes, but another begins more deipo- 
tick than the precedent. ror here eve- 
ry change is for the worſe ; new Paſit- 
ons being always the moſt rapid and 
impetuous. Every Maſter 1s here a 
new Executioner,- and his Commands 
ſo many difterent Condemnatico1us. See 
Alexander ruining Greece, and then de- 
populating A/ia ; ſtorming at Nature 
for the narrowneſs of her Extent, and - 
repining that he was necelfitated to ter- 
minate his Vi&ories, where the Sun did 
its courſe : Reflect a little on Pompey, 
intoxicated with a vain delue of —_— 

an 
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and Grandeur, and railing Civil Wars 
to ſatishe his Ambition, eſtabliſhing his 
Authority at the expence of his own 
Countries Liberty. He runs over the 
World to make an Enemy where he 
found none ; and after all theſe formi- 
dable Aftions, he will not believe him- | 
ſelf really great, tho' his Countrymen © - 
call him ſo, unleſs Fulivs Ceſar fub- = 
ſcribes it too. Theſe commanded vaſt L- 
Armies, and were commanded by their 
Paſtions ; being Martyrs to their Ambi- 
tion, and Slaves to all things that the | 
World calls Great and Magnanimous. 
If the ſervitude of Ambition be ſo EY 
very uneaſie ; what is that of Lubrici- t 
ty? He that has once given up his c 
thoughts to this flattering infamous Paſ- 
ſion, has no proſpect of ever recovering 
his Liberty. No Man can be Maſter of 
himſelf, who has once ſubmitted his 
heart to the imperious Domination of 
Love. Cleopatra governed Mark An- 


Sn DH 


thony.; and might boaſt indeed that ſhe 
had revenged Egypr on Italy ; and ſub- 
Jugated the Roman Empire by enflaving 
him who commanded it. No wretched 
Vaſlul ever laboured more to inſt1uare 
himſelt in his Maſter's tayour, than this 
poor ſpirited Prince did to pleaſe his 

proud 
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proud inſulting Miſtreſs. He durſt nct 
Conquer at the Battle of A777; but 
choſe rather to deſert the Army. than 
renounce his Love. But what can we 
expect from one who has loſt his Heart 
with his Liberty, and was ſo far from 
fighting, that he cou!d not live abſent 
from Cleopatra's Eyes? Hiſtories will 
furniſh us with Examples enough of 
theſe Heroes, who have ſuffered greater 
and baler Slavery under their Paſhons, 
than what their proſperous Arms had 
impoſed upon the. moſt barbarous Nati- 
ons. Thus Nature punifhed all their 
Homicides, making them ſufter more in 
their own proper Perlſons,than they were 
capable of inflicting on others. 


1o govern our Paſsions we muſt firſt 
moderate them. 


Hough the Paſſhons are deſigned as 
Aſhſtants or Servants to Virt ue, 

and that there is not one which may not 
be profitably employed;yet we muſt con- 
tels there goes no ſmall Skill and Artt- 
fice in. eftecting this. Indeed confider- 
ing our Condition through fin, they can- 
not be helpful to us, unleſs they are 


moderated. That unfortunate Father 
| who 
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who has made us Heirs of his Crime, 
did not tranſmit ro us our Being in thar 
Purity, which he himſelf received it : 
Both Soul and Body have their Puniſh- 
ment ; and as they were both culpable, 
{o they both ſuffer. The Soul has its 
Errors and Blindneiles ; our Inclinations 
are inordinate, our Memory treache- 
rous, our Senſes deceitful, our Imagi- 
nation but frivolous,and our Underſtan- 
ding dark. The Body which was the fa- 
tal and accurſed Channel, through which 
v1n was conveyed to the Soul : Thar, 1 
{ay, has its appropriated Miſeries ; and 
though it was the leaſt Guilty, yet it is 
the moſt unfortunate, Every thing is 
there in Confuſion and Diſorder ; the 
Senſes are all diſtraQted by the Variety 
of Obje&s, and thus deluding our 
Imagination, they occaſion all the Dil- 
orders in the inferiour Part of the Soul ; 
they excite our Paſſons, and like young 
Necromancers, raiſe more evil Spirits 
than they are able to lay again. They 
are not now under that Command they 
were in the bleſ{led State of Original Ju- 
ſtice ; they are all turned Mutinous, 
and their deteſted Rebellion is to be 
aſſaged, rather by Art, than Force. 
They rife with ſo much Rage and Im- 

petuolity. 
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petuofity, that their very Natural Mo- 
tions are violent; like fine pampered 
Horſes, tull of Fire, but not of Force; 
or like the horrid Ocean, generally tem- 
peſtuous, and never very calm bur pre- 
curſorily to a dreadful Storm. 

To efteQ this great Work of Mode- 
rating our Paſhons, we muſt toilow the 
Methods of Nature and Art, Though 
ſhe compoſes all Bodies of the four L- 
lements, yet ſhe firſt tempers them ac- 
cording to their reſpeQtive Qualities, 10 
that they may the better operate in the 
ProduQtion of that particular Body ſhe 
deſigns to form. Arthas found out the 
ſecret of reconciling Black with White, 
ſo that from theſe two Colours, Pain- 
ters have compoſed all the reſt. Lyons 
have been made to draw Triumphant 
Chariots ; and as it they had forgot 
their Royalty and Courage, have patt- 
ently ſutter'd the laſh from a Slave. 
Elephants have carried Caſtles into 
Battlegand have been unconcern'd, whilſt 
ten Thouſands of Deaths flew momently 
about them : Thus Reaſon muſt imitate 
Nature, it ſhe defigns to reap any Ad- 
vantage from ſuch furious Beaſts as our 
Paſhions are. 


Le 
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Let us conſider how many ſad Trou- 
bles the rebelling of our Paſhons have 
caus'd in us. *Tis one act of Prudence 
to draw benehy from our Misfortunes, 
and grow wile at our own expence ; 
the moſt juſt Anger will fiy our to an 
excels, it we have not a great precau- 
tion ; and what was innocent 1n 1ts 
birth, will grow criminal in its progreſs; 
and for want of mature d-liberation, 
thinking to puniſh a ſlight Imury, we 
commit a groſs Enormity : Fear often 
ſurprizes us, and drives vs into a real 
danger to avoid an 1maginary one. 

The ſecond precaution is to oblige 
our Reaſon to keep a {trict Guard over 
all thoſe Subjects, that may probably 
EXCite our Paſſions ; watching their mo- 
tions will ſecure us from ſurprizes. 
Dangers that are foreſeen are not 16 
aſtoniſhing when they arrive. Thc 


cautious Pilot who ſees a Storm gather- . 


ing in the Sky, or makes haſt into Har- 
bour, or to avoid Ship-wreck puts out 
again to vea, to be art once out of dan- 
ger of the Rocks or the Flats. "Tis 
want of conſideration only, that makes 
us ſo very frequently prevented by the 
riiing of our Paſſions; we might avoid 
it it we would be at the pains to fore- 

lee 
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ſee it; 1o that in reality, we owe all 
our great Overthrows to our negle&t 
alone. For if our Reaſon foreſaw the 
dangers, as {he eafily may, *twas no dit- 
hcult matter ſo to prepare our Senſes, 
that our Paſhons ſhould hardly diſturb 
the tranquillity of our mind. 

The third precaution is to ſtudy the 
nature of every reſpective Paſſion, which 
will highly conduce to the moderating 
them ; Some muſt be uſed with ſeveri- 
ty, others mult be flatter'd to be brought 
under reaſon, others again mult be de- 
ceiv'd ; and tho* Virtue is too generous 
in her ſelf, yer ſhe 1s oblig'd to accom: 
modate her felt to our weaknefls, and 
employ cunning where torce wiil have 
no effect. Love is of this nature, and 
to bring it oft from an unlawful object, 
we mult propoſe to it a legitimate one ; 
and fince we cannot bani{h it from our 
Heart, we muſt by an innocent Chear 
fix it upon a lawful object: Anger is 
alſo of the fame Conſtitution ; to go to 
oppoſe it were to make it more furious, 
Fear and Griet are of a contrary com- 
plexion ; to yield to them, were to en- 
creaſe their impetuoſity; theſe muſt be 
forc'd down, and mal-treated to be mo- 
derated. 

Thus 
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Thus may we with care and induſtry, 
ſo find our the qualities of the Paſſhons, 
that we may daily oppoſe fit Remedies 
to them in their birth; and not let 
them mount to ſuch a prodigious height, 


as that they over-top our Reaſon and 


become virtious ; but keep them in ſuch 
a ſubordination, as that they may be 
aſhiſtant to Virtue in all her deſigns. 


Reaſon alone 1s able to reſtrain the 
Paſſions. 


HO' the notions of the ſenſitive 
Appetite ſeem 1o many Monſters 

and Tyrants, yet we mult be 1o Juſt to 
confeſs, that as Art prepares Poylons, 
and makes them ſo Medicinal, that 
{ome Maladies can't be cur'd without : 
So Reaſon and Care may bridle in our 
Paſhons, and of inſolent Maſters make 
ſerviceable and faithful Slaves. And 
tho' Sin has made them irregular and 
diſorderly, yet Reaſon can always ma- 
nage them, 1ſo as to draw both Bene- 
fit and Glory from their Service. Con- 
hdering them in their Infancy they are 
tractable, and may be eafily curb'd, 
which made the Platonitts call them 
Aitections, as unwilling to give a Cri- 
minal 
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 minal Appellation, to what as yet was 
_ not ſo. But if we ſtay too long, we 


ſhall find their fatal ſtrength encreafing 
ſo faſt, that we ſhall ns longer be able 
to reſtrain its impetuoſity, and of fim- 

le AﬀteCtions they turn guilty Paſſions. 

et even under this Circumſtance too, 
they may be managd , for their irregu- 
larity proceeds from their abuſe and 
errour; and they could hardly be im- 
peach'd of a Crime, if they were not 
miſtaken in their Object. Nature has 
not loſt 1o much by the Fall, but that 
ſhe retains ſtill, and ever muſt, that 
grand Principle of loving whar is good, 
and fearing what is prejudicial to her. 
Did not our Senſes make ſo many talte 
reports to our Imagination, we ſhould 
be freed from many perils which we 
daily fall into. The Devil knowing 


we are not as yet ſo depravd as to love 


[11 for its own ſake. deludes our Senſes 
with an appearance of Good, unde 
which he conceals the Evil he temprts 
us to; 10 that we fatally love whar 
we ſhould abhor, and deteſt what we 


ought really to love: This is the Artifice 


of the Devil alone; and our Paſhons 
are only criminal becauſe they are de- 


ceiv'd ; would we take away that un- , 


nappy 
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happy Gloſs which is put upon things, 
and ſhew them in genuine Colours, our 
Senſes would not 1o blindly incline to 
them, nor they give ſuch powerful oc- 
calions to our Paſſions, of raifing ſuch 
commotions in us. Open but their eyes 
and they will ſoon leave the meer ap- 
parent good, to cleave to what 1s real- 
Iy ſo: For tho' our Paſhons have loſt 
conſiderably of their primitive Inno- 
cence, yet they have ſtill good Senti- 
ments, and in moſt of their motions, 


there is much more of miſtake than of 


premeditated malice. 
If we confider them in that efterven- 


cy and extream violence, when their 
fumes begin to obtuſque the underſtand- 
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ing, there is no remedy but patience ; þ 


we muſt wait till the ebullicion is over. 
Reaſon can do no good here; *tis now 
too late for any advice; waiting too 
long has brought all to a deſperate 


State : We mult leave it to Time to af: | 
iwage this Tempeſt; which when ir | 
ſhall happen, and by the intermiſhon | 
of this raging Storm, Reaſon begins to | 
have Tome force; then muſt we by a | 
ſevere Penance and unfeigned Sorrow, | + 
ſeek a redreſs of our 10 turbulent Ills, | 
trom him alone who was oftended there- | 


by, | 
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by, and by humbling our ſelves before 
God, grow rich by former Lofles; thus 
learning Experience at our own expence, 
we 1hall never permit our Paſſions to 
grow to that fatal height again, as to 
offend God, or dethrone our Reaſon. 
Thus our very Mistortunes may be made” 
to tend to our Advantage; and Exam- 
ples 1n other things ſhew us, that a 
Storm may drive us into the wiſh'd tor 
Haven; and the fame turious Billows 
that cati away our Vellel may caſt us 
afterwards on ſhore. Not that a wiſe 
Man would leap overboard, and truſt 
his fatery to the neceſlity of a Miracle : 
no more ſhould a prudent Chriſtian per- 
mit his Paſſions to come this length, to 
reap the benefit of Repentance tor it, 
whereof he & not a{lured. | We muſt 
not {in that Grace may abound. In 
purſuit of theſe Truths, we may venture 
to advance on more, which 1s this; 


| that conſidering all things, our conditt- 


on is not ſo deplorable as 1oms of us 
( peradyenture) imagine, who 1mpute 


| rhe greateſt ſhare ofour Miildemeanouts 


to the miſery of our Nature. Our good 
Fortune is in our own lands, we fail 
upon an Ocean, whoſe Biliows are av- 


þ folute!y at our diſpoſal; we can both 
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avoid the danger of Rocks, and if there | 
ariſe any Tempeſt, we can immediately | 
lay it; and what was inftanced upen | ; 
another JunQture, we may apply here | | 
in honour to Reaſon, which is an Ema- Þ | 
nation from God himſelt; *ris ſome- | | 
thing extraordinary fince the Winds and | | 
the Seas of our Faſſions and corrupt |} x 
Nature obey It. S 


By what means we may moderate c 
our Paſsons. | Cc 
K JE might here ufe the Policy of Þ t 


V the Huntſman, who uſes tame Þ j& 
Beaſts to catch the Wild ; and oppoſe | 
Hope to Fear, that ſhe might not de- | n 
{pond ; Joy to Sorrow that it grow not | 
cxceſiive. However, there may ſeem | 
ſome plauſibleneſs in the method, yet 
it is not fate: We mayrprove the reali- 
ty of Ovid's Aeon, and periſh by thoſe 
Hounds we uſed for our pleaſure. We 
fortifie one Paſſion to repel the violence 
of another, which now having its force 
augmented, by our indulgenee, may re- f 
bel it {elf, and be mote hard to repreſs | 
than the other was. "Tis not ſate to | 
ſhew them how to conquer. Tho? in } 


common Policy the prattice may hold | 
oft Þ 
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* oft makingWar toobta in a more advan- 
tageous Peace, or to uſe the intereſt of 
reconciled Enemies to- pacifie thoſe who 
ſtill haraſs us with Incurfions and aQas 
of Hoſtility; and to ſow Diſcord be. 
tween thoſe Neighbours, whoſe agree- 
ment and good intelligence might be 
| prejudicial to us; yet in Morality thoſe 
> Maxims have no Authority at all. 
| Reaſon, which is the grand Sovereign 
' of all the Paſſhons, muſt uſe her utmoſt 
: care and diligence, in watching over 
: the firſt motions of our Paſhons, and by 
' taking away from them all thoſe Ob- 
| jects, which ſerve only to promote their 
| Rebellion, keep them in order with ſo 
| much the leſs difficulty. The Effets 
{ muſt ceaſe when the Cauſe doth. The 
| only great Remedy againft theſe faral 
Inteſtine Commorions, is not to give 
| them any occaſion of revolting. *Tis 
the Pride of the World, the Grandeur 
| of Court, the Glories of a Triumph, that 
foment our Ambition; and by ſhewing 
| us theſe ſplendid Trophies of other 
| Heroes, make us uneate till we have 
| acquired the ſame empty Vanities for 
our ſelves too. So Cz/ar wept at the 
| reflection that he began to follow Arms 
| at that Age wherein A/exander had con- 
| D 2 quered 
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quered the whole World. In the pri- 
vate retirement of a Country Village, or 
a poor Farm, we ſee none of all theſe. 
empty Toys, they are utterly ſtrangers 
to luch things, and by not ſeeing any 
Image of them, their Souls are never 
agitated with that raging Phrenzy that 
{acrifices every thing to its own ends. 
Nor indeed can we expect it ſhould 
ſpare any thing, fince ir ſacrifices its 
own tranquility to the accompliſhing 
its own delires. 50 is it ikewiſe with 
Sorrow ; dim Lights, dark Chambers, 
everv thing coloured with black, a pro- 
found filence through the whole Fami- 
ly, amazement and horrour in every 
Face, makes the impreſſion 1o much the 
deeper. And indeed one would think 
Man did not labour ſo much to bridle 
his Paſsion, as to indulge it. Take away 
theſe lugubrious ornaments, let the per- 
ſon aitlicted, but go abroad, and con- 
verſe with thoſe who have no cauſe to 
weep.and the ſource of their Tears will 


quickly dry up. Narure it ſelf will be 


weary of always lamenting, and perad- 
venture no Sorrow would be 1o very in- 
tenſe as tis, did we not heighten 1t by 
Circumſtances. The ſame may be ob- 
lerved of all the other PaſSions which 

are 
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are not ſo difficult to govern, but that 
we will not ſeriouſly fer about it ; but 
on the contrary, by our fatal Artifices 
we render them more obſtinate in their 
Rebellion, and aſsiit them in their In- 
ſurrections, as it we were defirous of be- 
ing miſerable by tazm, or atraid of be- 
ing victorious over them. 


Our Paſſions are really in themſelves 
Jo many Seeds of Virtue. 


HE Knowledge of Man being gene- 
rally but ſuperficial only, we are 
taken with the mere Appearances of 
things. And this was it which made 
the Dogma's of the Stoicks be received 
with 1o univerſal and 1o great an ap- 
probation : They promiſed no leſs than 
to make Angels ot their Sectators, and 
to place them in a Condition beyond 
thar of poor Mortality. Philoſophy 
alone was to elevate them above all 
the Storms and 'Fhunrders of our Pal- 
ſions, and by fixing them in a higher 
Region of ve) nity, free them from all 
thoſe troublei. ne Diſorders which 1n- 
terrupt the happy Calm and Tranqui- 
lity of the Soul. But alas / thele were 
empty deluding promiſes, and all theſe 
<-{" HY proud 
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proud Waves turned into meer Froth. 

Had it been poſſible for them to have 

made good theſe haughty pretenſions, 

they had at once {ſuperſeded all thoſe 

Helps which Nature has given us to | 

become virtuous, and the inferiour part } 

of Man's Soul had been without any | 

tunction : For the Paſſions are but the F 

mediate motions thereot , by whoſe 

means, without being ſeparated from 
its body, it is united to what it defireth, 

or keeps at a diſtance from thoſe Ob- 

Jeas it apprehends. Joy is thedilation 

of the Soul, and Sorrow its contraCtion ; 

Deftires make us as it were advance, 

and Fear ſollicits us to retire. So that 

iy to abltract the Paſhtons from the Soul, 
#1 were to deprive her of all her motions, 

q and render her impuiflant as well as 
uſeleſs, under the notion of conſtituting 
her felicity. No reaſonable Man would 

i ſure purchaſe his Happineſs at ſo exor- 

\ bitant a price : For it Contrentment con- 

if fiſteth in taſting the good we poſlels, it 
\ mult incontet!tably and naturally follow, 
that the Patlions are ſo many neceſlary 
motions of our Soul, and that Joy muſt 
conſummate the Bliſs to which our De: 
fires at fiſt gave Life. The Paſſions be- 


ing ſo many deeds of Virtue, that if ” 
wi 
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will be at the pains to cultivate and 
improve them, they will produce ex- 
traordinary delicious and agreeable 
Fruit . 

The Man is not born virtuous, and 
that the Art which renders him ſuch, 
is as difficult to acquire, as 'tis glorious 
to polleſs; yet it ſeems to be one porrer 
of the Soul to have inherent in it the 
principles and fundaments of Truth; and ' 
the Will alto ſcems to be endowed with 
the Seeds of Virtue , which want more 
of manuring than ſowing. The Infancy 
of all our Paſhons repreſents them to 
us as 1o many budding Virtues, and a 
little care will make them perfettly 
tuch. What is Fear but a natural Pru- 
dence, prompting us to avoid a danger 
that threatens us? Or what is Choler 
but a ſpecies of Juſtice, that arms us 
againſt our Enemies, and by a legiti- 
mate fury repels force with force ? 
What is Defire but a ſeparating us to 
unite us to what we think better. a ſort 
of elevating us from Earth to Heaven? 
Where is the mighty difterence between 
Sorrow and Repentance, but that one 
is the pure product of Nature,the other 
the oft of Grace ? Both of them be 
wail an evil; nay, ſometimes they 

D4 mingle- 
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mingle their Tears to deplore the ſame 
Iniquity. There is none of our Paſſions 
but may be made Virtues ; for ſince 
they incline to good, and abhor evil, 
there wants only Conduct and Manage: 
ment, to make them change their 
Condition, A juſt Object of our Love 
will make all the other Paſſtons inno- 
cuous: And correſpondent to the go- 
verning of that, *ewill produce Pru- 
dence, Temperance, Fortitude, and Ju- 
ſtice. Were it not then barbarous even 
to endeavour the ſtifling thoſe Paſhons 
which have 1o great an attinity with 
Virtue ? or were it not high Ingratitude, 
not to acknowledge thoſe mighty ad- 
vantages we have received from Nature ? 
or is it not Injuſtice to give ſuch infa- 
mous denominations to 1o innocent 
Subjects, who by our own prudent 


Condud, might be eafily brought to 
merit a much lels ingiorious Cha- 


racter ? 
Ve will ſtate it then as an indu- 


bitable Aphoriſm, That the Paſſions are 
ſeeds of Virtue, and that their grand 
Employ is to fight under her Banners, 
and revenge all her Quarrels. As the 
negligence . of the Prince, is generally 


the occaſion of the Revolting of his 
Subjects z 
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SubjeRts ; ſo *tis the weakneſs of our 
Reaſon only that gives birth to the dil- 
orders of our Paſſions ; the Soul 15 more 
to blame than the Body, and the Prince 
than the People. Doth not our Fear 
hold an advantageous intelligence with 
our Enemies ? and by obſerving all their 
motions, knows how to give us ſuch a 
faith tul information, as may prevent 
our cvertarow? We owe indeed moſt 
of our Miizries to our having neglected 
her Advices. Doth not Hope embol- 
dea us, and give us Courage to under- 
take Enterprizes as difficulr, as they are 


glorious? How weak and languid would 


our Virtues be, (not to ſay impertect) 
if they were abandoned by Paſhons ? 
How often has the fear- of Ignominy 
retain'd Soldiers from a ihame- 
ful flight? and the bare appre- 
hen{ton of a ſcandal alone has preſerv'd 
Women in that Virtue and Pudicity, 
which opportunity had almoſt tri- 
umph'd over. Nature has made notiing 
in vain; and fince ſhe has given us 
hopes and fears, let us employ them 
in propagating \ iztue, and expugnating 


| Vice. 


Ds There 
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There 7s no Paſs10n which may not 
be changed into a Virtue, 


N the preceding Diſcourſe, having 

ſhewn that the Paſſions are 10 many 
Seeds of Virtue, from whence we may 
expect molt happy, and advantageous 
productions; we ſhall here go a ſtep 
Higher, and teach Chriſtians the grand 
Secret of changing them into ablolute 
Virtues. This operation is difficult, 
| but however not impoſſible: And Na- 

ture will affiſt us with Inſtructions how 
to diveſt them of all their ſavage and 
monſtrous qualities. 

Th'. prudent Mother of all things 
doth not uſe ſo much violence as in- 
duſtry, when ſhe ſets about any notable 
Metamorphoſis : She conſults the re- 
ipettive qualifications of each ; ſhe 
rarifnes Air only into -Fire, and conſo- 
{idates the Earth too from Minerals; 
and that Gold which we fo much 
eſteem, is the product of a whole Apge's 
induſtry. 

Our Morals mult imitate Nature,and 
conſider and weigh the ſeveral Proper- 
tizs of each Paſiton; that we may 
thereby the more eaſily change it into a 
Virtue, 


[ 
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Virtue, which is no ways Heterogene” 
ous. Prodigality draws nearer Libe- 
rality than Avarice doth ; and a raſh 
Man may ſooner be brought to be Cou- 
ragious, than one who 1s a natural Cow- 
ard. In like manner 1s it with our Pai: 
110ns; ſome have more Reference to 
one particular Virtue than another, and 
the quit Applicarion tacilitates their Re- 
Won. Take away that Panick Ter- - 
ror, which ordinarily accompanies rear, 
and it becomes Prudence. Hope, that 
by a happy Anticipation enjoys that 
Bliſs, which is as yet locked up 1n the 
Womb of Futurity, may be converted 
into Allurance. Anger, which arms us 
Lo ap Injuties, 1s not 10 far from 
Juſtice, but they may be reconciled. fince 
the Pu;nort of both is to puniſh Crimes. 
it we. love only what is amiable, and 
hate what is really odious, theſe are nor 
fo much Paſlions as Virtues ; and merit 
rather to be applauded than ſtigma- 
tized. 

Sorrow and Deſpair, Jealoubte and 
Envy, I muſt contels have a terrible A- 
ſpeft_” and ſeem rather ſo .many Ex- 
ecutioners of Divine Juſtic? EN AG. 


Jutants of Virtue. But ou! Reaton mul 


pull oit this he Maique , and 
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make them appear in leſs inglorious 
Forms. A moderated Envy becomes a 
virtuous Emulation ; and Jealouhie, when 
not extream, may a{lume the Character 
of Zeal ; Sorrow has ſo many Com- 
mendations in the very Holy Scriptures 
themſelves, thar plainly- ſhew, that if 
i1;c be not a Virtue, ſhe's highly pro- 
table to it. vhe It is that raiſes us from 
Earth to Heaven, and by deſpiting the 
deluding iattering Blandiihments of this 
Life, makes us long ior thoſe of Eter:- 
nity, Vhat can argue more the Praiſe 
and Power of this Pathon, than that it 
appeales cven the Anper and Indigration 
of the aimighty? and no in was ever 
produced, before the prepared the 
viay. How can we conclude to the 
Diijadvantage of a Paſhon, which has 
more inſtances to highten irs Merit, than 
all thz others put together? Even our 
bletled Saviour was ſcen ro weep, bur 
never known to ſmile. Deſpair has 
nothing terrible, but its Name; for con- 
idering it ivight, it 's a prudent Inven- 
tion of Nature to cure forme dangerous 
Maladies of the Mind. We make a - 
Yirtve of Neceflity, and out of our 
Misfortunes garher our Security. De- 
irair makes us calte, when Defire de- 
| Ccives 
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ceives us by its Promiſes; the one flat- 
ters us, .the other disabuſes us : De- 
ſpair,by giving a new Force to our Cou- 
rage, has ſometimes gained Victories, 
tor thoſe who were vanquiſhed juſt be- 
fore ; and the utter Impoſlibility of re- 
treating has occationed an Overthrow 
to a conquering Army. This Paſſion 
has ſuch wonderful Efficacy, that the 
molt brave and circumſpect Generals ' 
have always avoided the bringing their 
Enemies to this fatal Neceſſity; and ap- 
prehended more the Kuins of an Army, 
with this Pafſion alone, than when it 
was entire, and not as yer conquered. 
The Poet Lucan had the ſame Senti- 
ment of the wretched Remainders of 
the unfortnnate proud Pompey's Army. 


D— ——_ Spes 14 (41} Flalutis, 


Hac fuit afflittis, nullam ſperare ſalutem. 


To conclude all with the Opinion of 
St. Auſtin:Chriſtians make a good uſe of 
their Paſſions, when they employ them 
to the Glory of Jelus Chrilt' and rhe 
Salvation of their own Souls. We have 
Reaſon to fear th2 juit Judgments of 
God, and the Mileries ot LR : 

ur 
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Our Defire is juſt when its Obje&Q is 
thoſe innumerable and infinite Pleaſures 
which are at God's right-hand for ever 
more. That Grief is but innocent, which 
we feel for the Loſs of our Liberty, by 
our firſt Parent; and when we deplorc 
thoſe many Infirmities our Nature is at 
preſent ſubjeUt to, thereby eagerly-pai- 
ting after the Liberty of the Children 
' of Grace. *Tisa holy Joy with which 
we expett the Felicities prepared tor us, 
and by a firm Hope, taſte already the 
Promiſes of our great Maſter. Thus 
being ſorrowtful for him, and rejoicing 
in good Works, we convert our Paſhons 
into ſo many glorious and ſanctifed 


Virtues. 


The Government of our Paſsions 1s the 


Buſineſs of Virtue, 


IJ”? E Condition of Man is ſo very 
wretched by ſin, that even his 
Advantages themſelves reproach him 
with his Miſery : And his greateſt Ex- 
cellencies, ſhew him that he is Crimi- 
nal. Thenobler Habits,which embeliſh 
his Soul, have only flaviſh Employs, be- 
10g engaged in Combats not only dith- 

cult, 
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cult, but diſhonourable. For the moſt 
fingularFirtues of Man have no other 
Occupation than waging War with Vice, 
That very Prudence which is our Guide, 
ſhews us, that we wander not only in 
Darkneſs, but in an Enemy's Country 
too, Temperance points out to us the 
Diſorder ot our Conſtitution, and tea- 
ches us, that Voluptuouſneſs only flat- | 
ters us to our own Ruine. Juſtice obli- 
ges us to confeſs, 11 it we are not abſo- 
lute Maſters of tlivie Goods, we are 
actually in Poſſeſion of, but that as 
they belong to another Proprietor, ſo 
we are but ſo many Stewards. 
Although the Virtues have many Em- 
ployments here below. yet the molt Ne- 
ceflary is the governing the Paſhions. 
Nature ſeems to have given them a Be- 
ing only to tame theſe ſavage and terri- 
ble Monſters : Some by Cunning, others 
by Force; ſome by Menaces, and others 
by Promiſes, uling ſeveral Mediums to 
accompliſh one and the ſame Deſign, 
Prudence enters not into the Lift, but 
is rather Moderator or Superintendant, 
giving all neceſſary Orders to ſuppreſs * 
their Motion, even in its Infancy, there- 


by to prevent Danger. Temperance in- - 
deed 
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deed muſt ftruggle hard, and that with 
Enemies, which are ſo much Tie more 
formidable as they are agreeable : and 
is forced to maintain the Heat ot the 
Action, againſt all thoſe Paſhons which 
Matter our Senſes. Yet when ſhe finds 
her Forces too few tor fuch powertul 
Adverſaries, ſhe calls in the Att{tance 
of Pennance and Auiterity, and by 10 
ſevere Virtues, ſh2 triumphs ar latt 
over thoſe diflolute Enemies. Fortitude 
makes us bear up againſt all the Attacks 
of Sorrow. But as the Number of 
Troops are never ditadvant1gious, pro- 
vided chey are well dilciplined ; 1o the 
Aggregation of Virtues muit needs faci- 
licare our Victory, it we diſpoſe them 
right. If Teinp?rance can't regulate 
our immod-rate Defires, we mult have 
recourſe to tlumility and Modelty ; per- 
twading us that the Glory of the World 
iS Rot due to us, if we are Criminal, 
nor worihy of us if we are Innocent. 
When Sorrow proves too powerful and 
obltinate, we mult call in the Aſfifttance 
of Hope, and take the ſweetneſs of her 
Promiſes to animate us to a Conqueſt. 
Taus Nature, fortifed with rhe Succors 
of Grace makes Man Victorious in 
all 
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all theſe ſo doubtful Combats : And 
Virtue regulating the Motions of his 
Paſſhons, he cannot but enjoy a Tran- 
quility of Mind, not much interior to 
what our wretched Father by his Tran{\- 
greſsion deprived us of, 


The End of the Firft Part. 
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Of Paſſions in Particular. 
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The Second Part. 


Of LOVE. 


Ore has thisProperty oithe Di- 
vinity, that we all know that 
It is, but none know what it 
is. The Philoſophers gave it 

ſeveral Names, all Infamous, not know- 

ing how to grant a good One to a Paſli- 
on 1ſodiſorderly ; and as the Poets made 
him a God, ſo the Platoniſts thought 
him a Demon. Ariftorle himſelt, who 
defined the Soul, would not undertake 
to do the {ame by this Paſhon, leaving 

Poſterity to deſpair of ever arriving to 

the Knowledge of a thing whereot he 

was Ignorant. 

But in purſuit of our former Hypo- 
thelis, we {hall ſtill reſpeCt Love as the 
only Paſſion ; his difterent Motions be- 
ing but ſo many Attributes, which have 

OCC- 
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occaſion'd ſome to think they were 0- 
ther Paſhons- In his Infancy indeed he 
bears the moſt glorious Title ; for the 
firſt inclination which is form'd in the 
Heart,' when a charming Objett ſiweet- 
ly impoſes upon our Will, is term'd 
Love ; when we fally as it were out of 
our ſelves, to be united to that Object, 
'tis call'd Defire; when he is grown 
more vigorous, and promiſes himſelt ' 
ſucceſs, *tis Hope ; when he is anima- 
ted againſt thoſe difficulties which op- 
poſe his ſatisfaction, *tis Choler ; but 
in every one of theſe States *tis Love 
too. His firſt Condition is the Rule of 
all the reſt; for as he is more or leſs 
violent in his birth, or to ſpeak more 
properly. under that circumſtance, where- 
in he ſtill retains the ſofter appellation 
of Love, ſo are the other degrees of 
his motion more or leſs rapid ; like the 
Heart,he diſtributes lit and heat to all 
the depending Members ; and he com- 
mands with 1o deſpotick an Authority, 
that nothing on Earth can parallel it. 
He makes Monarchs neglect their States, 
and Generals forget the nicety of Pun- 
Qtilio's of Honour. Emperors have been 
diſobey*d, but Love never ; and as the 


Moon is the occaſion of the ebbing and 
flow- 


a 
> x... ta ii. 


68 The Government of the Paſſions. 


flowing of Rivers, 1ſo this poweriul ten- 
der Paſſion Love, cauſes all the tran- 
quillity and diſtraCtion in our Soul. 


Of the good uſe of Love. 


E muſt not ſo much conft- 
V der the natural perfeCtions of 
things, as the good uſe which may be 
made of them. Gold is bur condens d 
Clay, tho' the covetous Man's God : 
Yet when 'tis employ'd to relieve the 
Needy. to redeem the Bond-Slave, to 
Cloath the Naked, and ſuccour the Or- 
phans; who could diſapprove of it ? 
tho' when it ſerves only to corrupt Judg- 
ges, pervert Juitice, debauch Women, 
and opprels the Innocent, there is no 
Body but muſt. 

Love is the moſt holy of all our Paſſi- 
ons, and the greateſt Favour Nature has 
conterr'd upon us- *Tis as much a Du- 
ty as 'tis a Delight; "ris an abbreviation 
of Humane Felicity; in a word, tis 
what the Divine Eloquence has thought 
fit to term the Law and the Prophets. 
By this innocent Artifice, we change 
Condition without changing of Nature, 
and transform our ſelves into the things 
we love; it makes even toils and hard- 

ſhips 
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ſhips agreeable ; and finds a pleaſure in 
attempting Difficulties, which it can- 
not ſurmount : *tis the moſt unallay'd 
and real {ſatisfaction Man enjoys - here 
below, and a ſhadow of that fupreme 
Felicity which the happy Angels taſte 
above. Bur Morality muſt preſcribe 
us Rules by which we mult govern it : 
For an ablolute freedom may not be in- 
dulg'd to a Paſhon, which is by fo . 
much the more dangerous, as tis charm- 
ing and agreeable. 

There are three ObjeQts of our Love ; 
God, Man, and irrational Creatures : 
The firſt we cannot love too much, he 
being infinitely worthy of our higheſt 
Attection ; yet *twere our Happineſs it 
we could dilate our Hearts and Souls 
wider, to be more capable of this Paſ- 
fion, for the moſt incomparable deſer- 
ving Object of it. The love we bear 
the Creatures, is always reltleſs, and 
never pertect, becauſe attended with 10 
many uncertainties. Thole whom we 
love moſt, may, or hate us, or be 
treacherous to us; but admitting they 
were all that we can delire they ihould 
be; yet alas / they are mortal, and that 
Fidelity which they proteſted to us, 
cannot exempt them from the Law of 
Nature : 
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Nature: As they were born, 10 they | 
muſt dye. By conſequence then, where 
the Creature is the Obje& of our Love, 
we cannot but be unhappy. Fixing then 


our Love _ God can only ſecure our 
Felicity z We are certain he will love” 


us, as long as we love him, fince he | 
even loy'd us before ; the infiniteneſs of 
his Goodneſs, and the immutability of | 
his Nature may arm us againſt all Ap- | 
prehenfions : He deſerves the moſt to | 
be belov'd, fince his Love to us can't 
change but with our Love to him ; and 
whenever we by tranſgreſſion diflolve 
this union, he is ready and willing to 
pardon us upon our Repentance, and 
take us into favour again. 

Friendſhip is one of the principal efteCts 
of Love between Man and Man; evenBar- 
barians eſteem it, and Nature could not 
{ubfiſt withour it. To baniſh it the World 
were to ſubvert Governments, over- 
throw Cities, and turn the Condition of 
Man into that of Beaſts, to live wild 
in the Defarts ; *sis the Band of humane | 
Society, and the greateſt moral Con- | 
tentment we find here on Earth. How- | 
ever, It it have its Charms, it is not | 
without its Cruelties too: For as Na- 


ture has made nothing without ſome 
Blemith, 
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Blemiſh, ſo there is no Pleaſure ſo en- 
tire but has ſome Stings. Abſence is a 
ſhort Peath, and Death an everlaſt- 
ing abſence. Weare vulnerable in the 
Perſon of our Friend, and often more 
ſenſible of his Miſeries than of our own ; 
what Misfortunes tall upon him, are 
by ſo much the more inſupportable to 
us, as the Perſon was eſteemed. Who 
loles a Friend loſes the better half of ' 
himſelf, ſurviving that part only to be 
| the more {cnfible of his Miſery. 

| Friendihip between different Sexes, 


as it 1s not to be contratted but with dan- 
ger; {0*tis much better to avoid it. For 
tho* there is no. diſtinction of Sexes in 
the Soul, yet ſuch an amity cannot he 
| Without Scandal, tho' it might be per- 
adventure without a Crime. The World 
is grown too corrupt ; and a {trict fa» 
miliarity between Man and Woman 
cannot be long entertain'd, without ſen- 
{ible peril to both : Nature will be mix- 
ing certain motions with thoſe of Friend- 
ſhip, which cannot but have fatal con- 
', ſequences. When Man ſhall be an An- 
gel, he ſhall be permirted to converſe 
with Woman: For till he is diveſted of 
: His Body, he will not be without a 
| Criminal defire. Therefore we muſt 

reſolve 
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reſolve never to approach too near theſe 
elittering Stars, whoſe malignant Influ- 
ences ruin our Innocence, and whoſe 
Rays do not ſo much enlighten as they 
burn. 

We muſt not only love our Friends, 
but Neighbours : Every thing that 1s 
Man has a right to our AtteCtions : But 
the conſummation of this Paſſion 1s. 
when ſetting afde thole baſe ignoble 
Confiderations of Profit or Pleaſure, we 
arrive to that glorious pitch, as to love 
even our very Enemies. This is a real 

roof of the verity and ardour of our 
AﬀeCtion ; and it it is not advanc'd fo 


gs G6 


far, it can't but be imperfet, and fo ' 
forfeit all its pretenſions to the reward ' 


of a Virtue. 


*Tis intolerable to ſee with what Ido- | 


latry the Miſer beholds his Bags, and | 
how much Love he beſtows upon a | 
Metal, that can make as few returns ' 
to his AﬀeCtion as it is inſenfible of it. ' 
With what extravagancy ſome admire a | 


Flower, which fades even whilſt they 


{mell it, and which 1s irreparably loſt ! ; 


if they crop it. Others, more Brutes 


than the very Dogs they follow, poſt- | 
pone every thing toa Kennel of Hounds ! | 
*Tis a ſhame for a rational Creature to ! ; 

place | 
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23 place ſo much fondneſs on one that is 
7 inſenſible. There is I know a feeble 
* ſhadow of Fidelity in Dogs, and of 
z Love in Horſes; but as rhey are irra- 
2 tional, they are not properly Obſects of 
= our Love; we may eſteem them an- 
* ſwerable to the ſervice we draw trom 
2 them ; but more is unpardonable. "Tis 
, 2 highly abſurd indeed (if we reflect ſeri- 
* ouſly on it), that that Noble Paſhon, 
: which was given us to conſtitute our 
| Felicity, ſhould be ſo miſplac'd, as on- 
| ly to argue the higheſt Folly in us that 
| can well be, and that one Heart ſhould 
| love God and a Beaſt at the lame time. 
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Of the Nature and Properties of 
| Hatred. 


| NE would think there were no- 
| thing in Nature more contrary to 
' Man than Hatred is; and ſince he de- 
' rives his Name from Humanity , he 
a | ſhould never be reconcil'd to a Paſtion, 
y | that breaths forth nothing but Blocd 
{t ! and Cruelty. However, this is as much 
2S 1 4 part of his Eſſence, as Love it ſelf is. 
| And if he has occafion for Love to unite 
! } him to thoſe things he detires, he ſtands 
7 in no leſs need of Hatred, to preſerve 
| E [14:12 
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| with the leſler World of Man's Body 3 
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him from thoſe that might annoy him. 
The whole Univerſe ſubfiſterh but by 
the contraricty of the Elements : If the 
Waters coolneſs did not allay the vio- 
lence of the Fire, the whole World had 
been long fince in Cinders. So is it 


did not the radical Moiſture, remper 
the natural Heat, he woutIJ periſh 'm- 
mediately without redreſs, 

Hatred is as neceflary a Paſhon as 
Love; and we might juſtly accuſe Na- 
ture of Cruelty or Neglect, if having 
given us a propenſity to Good, the had 
not alſo taught us ro hate and avoid 
what we thought not 1o. 

Hatred is in its birth no more than 
an averſion to 2ny thing that diſplea- 
ies us ; *ris an Antipathy of the Appe- 
tite, or the impretſion that a diſagreea- 
ble Object makes on the inferior part of 
the Soul. It has this property in com- 
mon with Love. that it often prevents 
our Reaſon, and 1s eſtabliſh'd in our 
Will, without asking advice of our 
Judgments. And it has likewiſe this 
property difterent from Love, that we 
perceive it even in its conception , pro- 
ceeding from anObject that wounds us, 
ſhe makes us ſufter from her very birth : 
and 
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and is not ſooner eſtablith'd in our 
Breaſt, but ſhe turns our Tormentor. 

One moment only is enough to produce 

her, and if ſhe be not curb'd immediat- 

ly, ſhe caſts Fire and Flame through all 

the Faculties of the Soul, and like that 
active Element, converts all it meets 
with to its Nouriſhment. Her greateſt 

Evil is, that ſhe dies not ſo foon as Love - * 
doth; when once it hath taken root. it 
laughs ar all artempts of reprefling it. 
Philoſophy that boalts ſuch mighty 
Victories over the Pathons, could never 

cure this Frenzy. 1 wonder not that 
Hatred when inveterate, ſhould make 
{>me Parents oblige their Children to a 
perpetual enmity with their Enemies, 

and ſo expire curſing them it ever they | 
ſhould hearken to a reconciliation ; fince | 
it is fo impetuous in its motions, that 

it makes a Man deſpiſe his own life ro 
proſecute his Revenge z nay, dye with 

ſoy and Conſolation, it he can but 
cruſh his Enemy with bis own Fall. 
From hence we may learn the violence 

of Hatred, thar there is no 1ormenrt bu: 

it deſpiſes; no Crime {o enormous, but 

it reſolves on it preſently to Larther its 
furious Inltigations. 
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if the Properties of this Paſſion are 
ſo verv ſtrange, its Eftects are fatal, 
She is the occaſion of all the Tragical 
\ctions which ſwell up Hiſtory ; and 
indeed he who follows her counſel, is 
capable of committing any thing. This 
Helliſh Paſhon taught us, that Man 
= could dye in the Flower of his Ag-, 
Ss without any Diſtemper, and that a Bro- 
ther was not always ſafe in the com- 
pany of his Brother : She gave us firit 
the Curied Inſtructions of mixing Poi- 
ton with Drink, and murthering People 
under the colour of Hoſpitality, *Twas 
ſhe, and not Avarice tore up the bowels 
of the Earth, to furniſh Inftruments for 
her Cruelty. She teaches us to kill Man 
decently, and makes us approve of a 
Parricide,it it be but according to Art. 
In a word,after ſhe has pronounc'd moſt 
bloody Sentences as a Judge, ſhe will 
her ſelt have the pleaſure of executing 
them as a Hang-man. 


The Good Uſe of Hatred. 


A: the Works of Nature are per- 
'Y fect, and cannot without Jnjuſtice 
become Objects of our Hatred. Ano- 
ther likes what I do not; and what 
diſpleaſes 
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diſpleaſes my fight, gratifhes his fine11 

And what Nature has produc'd of inoit 
unacceptable aſpect, is a foil to rhe 
mott charming, and illuſtrates the ya- 
riety of the Created Beings. All fach 
things then mult be exempred from the 
violence of this Paſſion. Sin only can 
be 1ts proper and legitimate Object ; 

and that wici: this reſervation too, thar 
our own Orences be rather made | fo, 
than thoſe of our Neighbour. Ve know 
not ſo well the Circumitances of His 
Tranſgreſſion as our own. We are nor 
Judges over him, therefore mult not 
exerciſe our hatred with his failings. 
Its greateſt edge muſt bz againſt our 
ſelves, and there 1t can never prove 
exceſsive; when we Juſtihe God's Good- 
neſs by our implacable hatred of ini- 


quity. Tis an act of Juſtice to abo- 


minate fin. And David thought he 
ſhewed his Love to God, when he de- 
monſtrated his hatred © his Enemics, 

and therefore ceaſed praifins him £0 
curſe the wicked and ungodly. 

To make our Hatred meritorious. 2s 
was that of the Royal Prophet, it muſt 
have thoſe two Conditions with it 
which his had : That is, we muſt hate 
Sin, bat not Nature: We muſt deteſt 
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the work of the Creature, but cheriſh * 
and admire that of God. Thus by the | 
athſtance of Grace, Hatred becomes a 
Virtue, and afliſtant both to Juſtice and 
Charity. But ſhe is practiſed much more 
{ecurely againſt our own ImperfeCtions, | 
than thoſe of our Neighbours. Selt- 
love kere will tye up our hands that we 
ihall never exceed in it; what holy |; 
Fury ſoever our Love to God might in- 
ipire us with, yet that natural inclina- 
tion we have to our ſelves, would hin- 
der us irom proceeding without any 
dangerous leverity. 

The hating our ſelves is one of the 
Foundations of Chrilt'sGoſpel.We muft 
deny our ſclves and follow him, if we 
will be his Diſciples. Love and Hatred 
are taught in his School after an extra- 
ordinary manner. For we are to give 
41! our Love to our Neighbour, and to 
rz{erve the fame degree of Hatred for 
our ſelves. This Command 1s more ri- 
g0rous in appearance than eftect : For 
uzder the ſeverity which 1t ſeems to car- 

Ty along with it, there 1s conceal 'd the 
{weetneſs of Love; for by a happy de- 
ftiny attending this proſecution of Ha- 
tred, we love our ſclves ſo much the 
more really. by how much we hate our 
ſelves for fin. This 
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This Doctrine of our Saviour extends 
to the Spirit as well as the Fleſh, and 
enjoyns us not only Mortifcation, to re- 
preſs the ſawcy motions of the Body, 
but Selt-denial, thereby ſubmitting our 
very. Will to that of God. Our Hatred 
cannct be pertect if 1t reach no farthet 
than the Body alone; for it muſt equal- 
ly act again{t every diſorder that is 
cauSd by fin: And as Nature has loft 
ner Original Paricy, fo both the parts, 
wiereot the conhiterh, are. become cri- 
minal. The inclinations ofi-the Soul are 
not more innocent than rhoſe of the 
Body; they have both their imperte- 
Ctions, and are both corrupted. What 
thick Clouds of Error and Ignorance 
obfliſcate our Underſtanding 2 With 


what labour do we learn, and how eaſt- 


ly is it all forgotten? our Memory which 
paſſes for a Miracle in Nature, treaſures 
up Idex's that are falſe, as well as what 
are not ſo: She is treacherous, and 
leaves us at a pinch, furniſhing us rather 


.with futilous unnecellary things, than 


what are of moment to us. 

Perfetly to praQtiſe this great Do- 
Arine of Jeſus Chriſt, we mult denounce 
War againſt both Soul and Body; and 


Combate. the Darkneſs of our Under- 
| E 4 ſtanding, 
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Randing, the Weakneſs of our Memory, 
rhe Malice of our Will, the Error of 
v17r Imagination, and the Perhdiouineſs 
of our Senſes, together with the Rebel- 
{ion of every Member of our Body. 
Theft Ut} Qualities which deface rhe 
Image of the Creator in the Creature, 
are the proper Objects of all our Ha- 
tred ; we may abhor them with Inno- 
cence, and puniſh them without Inju- 
{tice. In a word, we muſt deteſt and 
abominate every thing thatSin produces, 
and waich Grace cannot ſufier. 


Of rhe Nature and Properties ef Deſire. 


Efire is the Motion of the Soul to- 

; wards a good which it loveth, bur 
is not yet in poilcfiion of; from this De- 
hinition we may pather its firſt and 
chietelt Property, which is Inequitude. 
Tacre can be no rea] Contentment 
where this Paſtion 15 conceived. Some 


have voluntarily condemned themiclves 


to horrours and miſeries, thinking every 
Remedy pleaſant thar cur'd ſo intolle- 
rable a Malady. Seneca tells us of a 
Woman who followed her Son into Ba- 
niſhment, chuſing rather the Torments 
of Exile, than thoſe of regretting her 

SONS 
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Son's Abſence, and deſiring his Return. 
But Nature, who defigned this Paſſion 
tor a Plague, hath given us Hope for to 
mitigate the Horrours which its Moti- 
ons create ; for *tis the wretchedneſs of 
the damned to defire, withour Hope of 
ever obtaining, and to languiſh atter a 
Felicity, which 'tis impoſſible tor them 
to poliets. This Torment alone is far 
more in{upportable to them, than the 
{corching of the inquenchable Flames 
or the Company of Devils, nay, more 
ſenſible than the very Eternity of their 
Damnation it ſelf. 

But *ris not in Hell alone that this 
Paſhon exerts it felt in the Rigours of 
its Cruelty, ſhe atflicts Man here upon 
Earth-; and ſheis a Miniſter of Divine 
Juſtice,ſhe is alſo by a HolyArtitice,ſub- 
ſervient to Mercy. The Innocent and 
. Godly defire to be diffolved and to be 
with Chriſt. This Paſhon gives Life 
and Motion -to all the others in our 
Soul. Hatred only tor tures us, becauſe 
it deſires Revenge ; Ambition, becauſe 
it thirſts afrer Honours ; Avarice, be- 
cauſe it longeth after Gold ; and all 
the Paſhons are only inſupportable, be-- 
cauſe they are attended with Delires, 
which, like a Contagious Malady, 1s 

E 5 ſpreading 
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ſpreading its fatal Poiſon through all 
the Faculties of the Soul,” to render 
Man ſo'much the more miſerable. : 
bi: If Deſire be ſo cruel, ſhe is as ſhame- 
3M ful, for ir is as much an Argument of | 
i! our Indigence as our AﬀeQtion ; for we | 
"i never defire bur Things that we have | 
Þ not. Alexender the Great, who could 
58 make Sovereigns of his Slaves, could 
; 0 not accompliſh his Defires in other 
ms Things : He ſaw his dear Friend Hephe- 
ſton, at the Point of Death, and could 
only 1peciftie his Love to him, in the 
Fervour of his unfeigned Wiſhes for 
his Recovery. The Vows he made to 
Heaven for his Health, were ſo many 
evident Proofs of his Weakneſs and In- | 
capacity, as well as of his Love and | 
Sorrow. 

Defires are {o many Publick Marks 
of ſome Private Necellity ; for the Soul 
that wiſhes ſ{hews its Indigency. This {| 
made Tertrullan fay, That Defue is the | 
Glory of Things deſired, and the Shame  ' 
of the Party defiring; the Honour of 
Riches, and the Intamy of the Miſer ; 
the Reputation of Dignities, but the 
vcandal of the Ambitious. 
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Of the good Uſe of Deſire. 


Lthough there is nothing more fre- 
A. quent, than De/rres, yet there 15 
nothing more rare than rhejr good Ute. 
For of 10 many who make Wiſhes, how 
tew know Low to moderate them? Na- 
ture has beſtowed 0: us this Paſſion, 1n 
order to the acquiring the Good we want 
and which is cel for us. We 
muſt be cautious, and have only faint 
Deſires for-Tranfitory Things ;z and be 
rclerved in our wiſhing tor what may 
be taken away from us with Violence. 
The Fruition of no ſublunary Felicity, 
can be ſo fixed, but by a Reverſe of 
Fate, it may be interrupted ; therefore 
we mult love them, without Ardour, de- | 
ſire them with Moderation, pofleſs them 
with Indifterence, and part with them 
Without SOIrow. | 
But the grear and principal Uſe we 
ought to make of this Noble Paſhon, 15 
to elevate us to God, and unite vs inlſe- 
parably to' him ; for as he is the only 
and proper worthy Object of our Love 
ſo muſt he be of our Deſires likewiſe. 
The moſt glorious Things below, are 


but imperteQ ar beſt ; and if they have 
lome 
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ſome Charms to attract our - Aﬀection, 
they have alſo many Faults, which 
merit our Contempt. The Sun with the 
beautiful Luſtre of his ſplendid Rayes, 
hath found Peopleſo Captivated with 
hisGlory,that they raiſedAltarsro him;& 
Chriſtianity which ſpread almoſt all o- 
ver the Face of the known” Earth, has 
not been able to convince theſe of their 
{dolatry ; yet he has his Impertections 
too, which argue him but a Creature ; 
he cannot enlighten at once both the 
Parts of the World ; and "though he 
goes round it every Day, yet but the 
one half of it enjoys his Light. He 
cannot avoid Ecclpſes,and ice his Glo- 
ries obfuſcated by a Planet much infe- 
rior to him, both in Magnitude and 
Beauty. His Influences are not always 
propitious ; he isthe Parricide, as well 
as the Parent of Flowers. It his Rays 
warm us here in Europe, they 1corch 
thoſe in Afri5k. But God has nothing 
which is not amiable in the higheſt De- 
ores : Millions of Angels ſing forth the 
Honour of his Perfections, which have 
had immortal Admirers,paying Homage 
and Adoration to them, from the very 
Infancy of the Creation. This is that 
ſupream Good which wealllong after ; 
he alone 1s able to fill the vaſt Immen- 

lity 
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lity of our Defires, with the Infinity of 
his Glories, the Exuberancy of his Per- 
tetions, and the unutterable Joys of 
his raviihing Beauties. Let us then 
hug our Miſery, and rejoyce that 
Nature has given us this Paſhon, fince 
it may ſerve as Wings to elevate us to 
God, and as Chains for to faſten us 
there too, Our Withes after Salvation. 
can never be Fruitleſs, the Obje& be- 
ing Good, their Virtue confifteth in their 


 Ardour. Our Converihon depends 


npon our own Wilt. Defire animated 
with Grace, blots out all our Tranſzrefſ: 
ftons ; and though Heaven be 10 glori- 
ous and ſo happy a Place,yet it has coſt 
little more than Defires to them who 
now enJoy 1t. 

The Power of this Paſſion is ſo great 
that it makes us heard in Heaven , 
even without ſpeaking ; and nothing 
was ever refuſed there to the Impor- 
tunity of its Demands. It makes one 
of the glorious Appellations of Jeſus 
Chriſt; tor before he was known by 
the Name of the Saviour of the World, 
he was known by that of the Defrred 
of all Nations. 


of 
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Of the Nature and Properties of 


E/chewing. 

E ſhould have but too juſt 
V Reaſons of reprehending Na- 
ture in the diſpenſing of her Favours, it 
after having given us an Impreſſion 
whereby we covet Good, ſhe had not alſo 
given us one to avoid Evil; for fixc2 we 
hate it, *twould be a ſevere Affliction 


not to be able to fly it. This Paſſion ſeems 


to be the Daughter of Hatred, or her 
Hand-Maid at leaſt; ſhe is as impetuous 
in running from any Object, ſhe appre- 
hends,as Love is in purſuit of what itde- 
fires. Her Motions are generally innocent, 
and rarely Criminal but by lurprize. We 
mult then conſider, whether the Evil ſhe 
labours to ſhun, is really or apparently ſo: 
and it Opinion has not perſwaded her 
ot an Error.inſtead of a Truth. There is 
properly but two things that may be ter- 

2d Evil, that is,Guilt and Pain;yet as we 
are much more ſenfible of the one,than 
of the other.{o are we more diligent to a- 
void itzand there are but tew Men, who 
had not rather be criminal. than miſe- 
rable. We fly the Plague more than 
Sin ; and though we would not live in 
an Air that were prejudicial to our 


Healch,yet we run daily into Company 
that 


» 
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that robs us of our innocence. Howe- 
ver, Pain has this great advantage, that 
it contributes equally to rhe Salvation 
of Man and the Glory of God : For he 
iS as much glorified in the puniſhment 
of the wicked, . as in the rewarding of 
the Juſt. Therefore we muſt adore the 
Arm that ſtrikes us; and love the ſtripes 
for the dear Hand's fake which inflitts 
them, and teach the whole World, that 
the Thunderbolts of the Almighty are 
Juſt, ſince they whoare ſtrygk with them 
even adore them. 

Sin 1s a real Evil, and there ought our 
averſon to be irreconcilable. There is no 
motion of it but what is odious; the ir- 
regularity of the Will is its Cauſe, and 
an infinitenels its Object ; it violates all 
Laws, and diſhonours both Angels and 
Man. All the Milſeries we ſufter here are 
the puniſhments of its Diſorders. This 
is the great Evil we mult eſchew, which 
has Hell for its place of reftidence, and 
Eternal Death for its Chaſtizemenr. 

Of all the Sins, none {zems more pro- 
perly to ſtand in need of this Paſſion 
to curb it, than that of Laſciviouſneſs ; 
other Paſſions may jointly be employ'd 
to combat ſome Vices, but nothing can 


be ſo efficacioully apply'd here as 
elchew- 
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eſchewing. No Charms will - be 10 
powerful, no Temptation {ſo ſtrong, no 
Opportunity ſo favourable, but that it 
we retire trom them, they can't hurt us. 


Here flying only can ſecure the Field, 
Who ftays to parley, will be ſure to yield. 


'Tis by this Paſhon- that Chaſtity is pre- 
ſery'd''in the World, and by this that 
Men retiring from the Earth, become 
Angels in ir, triumphing over the Wiles 
of the Devil, even in the infirmities of 
the Fleſh. 

Since we have ſo great obligations to 
this Paſhon, owing our Salvation part- 
ly to it ; let us confider a few of its 
Properties: For we ought exactly to 
know a Paſſion, to which we ſtand in- 
debted for ſo conſiderable advantages. 
'Tis the reverſe of Defire, as Hatred is 
of Love; and its efteas are as powerful 
as either of them all. *Tis likewiſe an 
argument of our weakneſs, fince by our 
retreating, we confeſs we have no other 
Strength, to ſurmount an Evil which 


attacks us. 
Of Hope. | 
"Hat Art which raiſes it ſelf from 
the Earth to contemplate the Heu- 


vens, and negleQs the Beauties here be- 
low, 
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low, to gaze on thoſe of the Stars: 
This Arr tell us, that the Sun changes 
not his Nature, tho? he changeth his 
Houſes; and that the Planet which 
Eclipſes him , doth not diminiſh his 
' Light. Moraliſts, who acknowledge 
+ no other Sun than Love, contels that he 
allumes new Influences with new Al- 
PeEcts; and thathe alters not his Eflence 
when he varies his Name. But that he 
accommodates himſelt ro theventiments 
,of our Soul, according to the ſundry 
Eftects he deſigns to produce. He is 
melancholy and dejected under Aitlictt- 
on, violent in Anger, prompt in Dehire, 
cait down in Deſpair, and eaſe in Joy: 
yet he is never 10 agreeable as in Hope. 

This ſeems to be his Throne, where- 

on he never fits, but in all his Pomp 
| and Splendor. This is the moſt gene- 
rous motion of the Soul; an inciring 
the Hero to every thing that 1s giort- 
ous. At her Solicitations, Alexander 
undertook the Conqueſt of A/a, and 
diſtributed the Fruits of his Victories to 
his Captains ; and he who thought the 
whole Univerſe too narrow for his 
Sword, was contented with Hope alone 
for his ſhare of all things. All rhe 


Conquerors were her Votarics, _— 
ay 
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ſay her Slaves; and that Ambition | 
which precipitated them into ſo many | 
Dangers, took all her Councels irom } 
this Paſhon. 
Her Empire doth not extend only | 
over Princes. but the meaneſt Vaſſuls | 
live by her Flatteries. The Husband- | 
man Manures his Land, the Merchant | 
tempts the Conſtancy. of the Seas -ior | 
gain; and if Hope-makes the former | 
{trive, by Patience and Induſtry to over- 
come the barrenneſs of the Earth, ſo 
ſhe makes the latter truſt all to the 
fury of a more treacherous Element. 
She is ſo happy in her Subjects, that we 
believe her, tho' we have been deceiv'd 
by her. She knows ſo well how to 
give ſpecious Gloſles to her new Promi- 
ſes, that upon her word alone, we 
throw our ſelves into new Dangers to 
compals our Deſigns, which were tru- 
itrated more than once before. There 
15 no condition of Lite ſo very wretch- 
ed, but 'tis made leſs intollerable by this 
Paſſion; whence came that true, tho? 
old Proverb; Were it not for Hope the 
Heart would break; the comforts the 
Slave in the Gallies, and the Captive © 
in his Bondage; and tho' ſhe deceives 
us never ſo often, yet we cannot be 
brought to renounce her. Hope 
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Hope is the motion of. the Irafcible 
Appetite towards a good, that is abſent, 
dithcult , but poſhble ; and if ſhe 
may be abus'd, whilſt indiſcreetly em- 
ploy'd about Futurity, relying too en- 
tirely on its incertainty, yet ſhe is of 
great uſe in Religion, when ſhe is tound- 
ed upon Eternity. 
Of the Good Uſe of Hope. 
Hriſtian Religion is wholly ground- 
ed upon Hope : And as Ihe defpi- 
ſes the Felicities of the preſent, ſo ſhe 
walts and longs tor thoſe which are to 
come : We are not of this World ; no 
wonder then if we are mal-traited in 
it: But as we have nothing to poſleſs 
here below, we ought to expect all a- 
bove. *Tis here we wait to recelve the 
fulfilling our Redeemer's Promiſes, and 
really taſte thoſe Joys, whereof we 
have at preſent but the Pledge. With 
a bold impatience we long for that 
happy day, wherein the Son of . God 
will punith his Enemies, and crown his 
Servants ; and think our ſelves already 
ſav'd, becauſe in Hope we are fo, and 
in the midſt of all the Crofles and Ca- 
lamities that affli& us in this Lite. We 
build our conſolation on this Paſsion, 


which promiſes not ſo much, but _ 
C 


02 The Government of the Paſſions. 
ſhe performs more ; ſince as the holy 
Father St. Au/?in ſays, the end of Hope 
iS Eter-nal Happinels. 

This powerful Paſbion ſuſtain'd the 
Martyrs i1 the midit of their Flames, 
and thre':gh the Tortures of implaca- 


ble Tyrants, fhew'd them a Crown of 


Glory which waited for them, The 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles has pour'd. 
out all his ſacred Eloquence, to {new 
the miracutous Eftects of this glorious 
 Paſhon. Sometimes he tiles it the An- 
chor that keeps our Veilel firm ard 
ſteddy in the midſt of the boiſterous 
Ocean, and procures us a Calm even in 
the moſt raging Tempeſts. In another 
place he calls it a Shield to quench all 
the fiery Darts of Satan, 

From hence we may gather Hope 1s 
neceſlary to us in all conditions and 
ſtates whatſoever, and that we may 
very uſefully and profitably employ her, 
in all the ſeveral re-encounters of our 
Lives. She is our aſſurance in Storms, 
our Defence in Combats,” and our Glo- 
ry under Aﬀronts We mult beware 
that ſhe takes not the things of this 
Lite for her Obje&; no, we mult pro- 
pole more noble ones to her, and by 
quitting all preteniions to theſe ſublu- 

nary 
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nary Enjoyments, only look 'after the 


Bleſſings which Chziit has promis'd us, 
in the World which is to come. 
Of Deſpair. 
Mong all the Paſſions Deſpair has 
had the greateſt Honour, and the 
greateſt Þiame from Antiquity. She 
was eſtzem'd the laſt effort of Courage, 


Which prompted thoſe great Men, whom 


we {till admire, to kill themſelves ra- 
ther than loſe their Freedom ; and em- 
ploy Fire, Sword, and Poyſon, to de- 
liver them from the inſolency of a victo- 
rious Enemy, The Orators and Poets 
have usd all their Rhetorick and Elo- 
quence, in defſribing the Death of 
Ca!o ; and they have 1o artificially dit- 
gnis'd this furious At, that if Faith 
did not tell us it was cxecrable, we 
ſhould ftill believe it to have been He- 
roick. Seneca was never ſo florid upon 
Virtue as upon this Crime, and one 
would judge from his Encomium's, that. 
he would perſwade all Mankind to De- 
ſpair, and all that are unfortunate to 
be their own Executioners. With what 
haughty Eloquence he makes the Gods 
deſcend, to contemplate Cazo's Carcals; 
and ſuſpend the Felicities of their Eter- 


nal Manſions, to fee a Murtherer wal- 
lowing 
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lowing in his Gore. But 'tis no won- 
der he makes ſo infamous a Murther 

als for a Sacrifice, ſince he makes 

runkennefſs paſs for a Virtue ; chuling 
rather to maintain a Paradox, than that 
Cato's Reputation ſhould ſufter any | 
thing ; fince he was ſo ſeverely charg'd 
with it. Others too rigorous on the 
other extremity, conlidering that ſome 
following the impetuous motions of this 
Paſhon;, have fatally 'dipt their Hands 
in their own Blood , would by no 
means admit of our harbouring an Ene- 
my.that gave us {uch mortal Counſels, 

Both theſe Opinions are equally un- 
Juſt; For Nature has ſhew'd her Care 
and Indulgence of Man , in nothing 
more than in giving him this Paſſion ; 
{ince thereby he delivers himſelf from 
many Evils which oppreſs him, and to 
which Philoſophy it ſelf could pre- 
{cribe no Remedy. 

Love makes us deſire, and that very 
Defire excites fuch anxious motions in 
our Breaſt, whilſt we do not compals 
, what we 1o earneſtly long for, that 
Wo we become milcrable, becauſe we can't 
by refrain loving a Good which we do not | 
enjoy. But Deſpair rermiiiates this | 
/*N wretched uneafineſs, which otherwiſe 

il would 
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would not terminate but with our Lives. 
By a natural Prudence ſhe obliges us to 
leave off the purſuit, of what ſhe finds 
impolſible to attain, and to kill thoſe 
Defires which ſerve only to heighten 
our Miſery. We muſt accuſe our Hope, 
that too eaſily engages us in Perils, and 
commend Deſpair that delivers us from 
them: She 1s indeed more prudent than 


_ courageous, and regards rather Safety 


than Glory ; yet when reduc'd to the laſt 
puſh, and that a retreat is impoſſible, 
the grows honourably Courageous, re- 
{olving either to Dye or Conquer. She 
has often ſnatch'd the Lawrels out of 
the Hands of the Victorious, and by et: 


forts, which might almoſt pais for Mi- ' 


racles in ſurmourtirg Nature , ſhe pre- 
ſerves Man's Lite by making him deſpiſe 
it, and obtains tor him glorious Tri- 
umphs, whilſt he ſought an honourable 
Death. : 

But to make this Pailion ſublervient 
to our Deſign, we mult keep it from 
thoſe two dangerous Extreams, Timidity 
and Timerity. And tho? this Paſſion is 
ſometimes innocent in Nature, yet it is 
always criminal in Grace. For our hope 
being founded on the veracity of God's 
Holy Word, we can't deſpair without 

accuting 
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acculing him, either of inſufficiency or 
untruth. In Religion, Deſpair is the black- 
elt Sin we can define, and he ſhews that 
he merits not to have his Iniquity par- 
don'd, who deſpairs that it will be. "Tis 
a trampling the Blood of Chriſt under 
our Feet: And what made 7udas more 
criminal, then the very betraying of his 
Maſter, and Cazr, then in the murther- 
ing his Brother? 

God has ſo equally mix'd his Promi- 
ſes with his Menaces, his Bleflings with 
his MalediCtions, throughout the ſacred | 
Scriptures, that Man ſhould neither De- 
ſpair, nor yet Preſume. To afſure the 
former, he has propos'd Repentance, 
whoſeDoor is open to all that will come 
in ; and to intimidate the latter,who by 
their delays impoſe upon his Mercy, he 
has made the hour of Death uncertain, 
reducing them hereby to the neceflity of 
apprenhending that fatal Moment, which 
being unknown to every living Crea- 
ture, may ealily ſurprize us all. 

Of Boldneſs. 
't the didiculties which accompany 
Virtues,enhance their price,and thoſe 
are regarded as the moſt beautiful which 
are the moſt painful ; Boldneſs ought to 


be diſtinguiſh'd as the moſt glorious,fince 
ihe 
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ſhe undertakes to encounter - only with 

' what the: World produces of terrible 
*and aſtoaiſhing,propofing no other benefit 
ro it ſelf, of all the many Conqueſts it 
gains, but the bare glory of having at- 
chieved them. Like generous Princes, the 
leaves the Pillage to the Soldiers, and is 
ſatisfied with Honour for her dividend. 
AS this Paſſicn never takes any thing for 
its Object, bur what is both dangerous 
and difficult, ſhe is rather ſevete than 
charming. It is eafte to remark in the ve- 

' ry Countenances of thoſe Hero's whom 
/he animates, a certain: auſterity and 
fterceneſs, which argues that her. pleaſure 
iS in fatigues, and her chieſfeſt diver- 
ton conliſteth in ſurmounring difficul- 
ties; ſhe has no Conſolation bur in glo- 
ry, and no nourifhment but in hope ; 
with theſe feeble ſuccours- ſhe attacks 

| all her Enemies.and gains almoſt as ma- 
ny ſignal ViQories, as ſhe gives Battles ; 
ſhe promiſes nothing, bur gives much, 
and tries ſometimes even Impoihbilities 
to accompliſh thoſe Promites which 
Hope had made us; and iurmounts all 
meer difficulties thar retard their exe- 
cution: She is generous in all her dei 
ſigns; and tho' they are ever atrended 
with hazards, yet they are ior tg moit: 
Paik 
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part crowned with a happy, but always 
with a glorious event. And it the blind 
 Piety of the Poets made them aſcribe 
the ſofter impulſes of Love to a Divi- 
nity,which they ſtyV'd Cupid; the mira- 
culous effets of this Paſſion has con- 
ſtrain'd them to raiſe Altars to her, and 
offer up Sacrifices to her under the ap- 

pellations of Po/las and Bellona. 

To make the qualities of this Paſſhon 
more evident,we will ſubjoyn ſome In- 
ſtances, to all our antecedent Reaſons. 
Zerxes was the moſt puiflant Monarch 
that ever was; but gave the moſt pal- 
-Ppable demonſtration of hjs Power when 
he undertook the Conqueſt of Greece : 
His Army conlifted of no leſs than two 
Millions of Men : The Rivers were too 
imall,to make ſo many but quench their 
thirſt; the Clouds of his Arrows obum- 
brated the Sun, and this glorious Planet | 
ſuftered Eclipſes which the Aſtrologers 
could not foreſee in the countenances of 
the Heavens. All theſe mighty prepara- 
tions were to ſubjugate a Country that | 
was hardly ſufficient to aftord Quarters 
for ſuch numerous Troops: However 
Leomaaz polleſſing himſelr of the Straits 
of Thermopile, and entertaining himſelf 
between theſe Mountains, retolv'd to 
_ give 
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| glve him Battle, with only 300 Men. 
Without all diſpute Hope and Forti- 
tude elevated his Courage.and animated 
this generous Warriour,to an Enterprizc 
equally ditficult and glorious. As Hope 
repreſented to him the Honour of ha- 
ving made head againſt the common E- 
nemy, and ſecur'd his Country's Free- 
dom, prevented their Altars from being .-- - 
raz'd, and their Women from being ra- 
vih'd; yet Fortitude more fincere in her 
Counſels, ſhew'd him the greatneſs of 
the peril; ſetting before Leondas's Eyes, 
that tho* his death was inviolable, yet 
he ought not to quit his Poſt; there was 
no neceility of his overcoming.but there 
was of his dying; and that he ſhould 
do enough, it in ſacrificing his own Lite, 
he could but repel ſomewhat ot the 
| Enemies haughty Fury. Following then 
the motions of this generous Paſhon, he 
reſolv'd to ſuſtain the Charge of an Ar- 
| my,which extended beyond the Horizon, 
and ſo bid his Soldiers prepar: for Com- 
bateand Death. Thus we {-: that Hope 
tzeds upon Pleaſures, witici are imagi- 
nary, but Fortitude upon pins which 
| are real. The Hope of Succ=is was as 
much againſt Rea'on, 2s the being over- 
thrown was inevitable. Yet we know. 
Py 1 Lac 
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that this ſmall Handful of Men defend- 
cd themielves 10 bravely and 1o long, 
that tho' they fell there themſelves, yer 
they might be 1aid to have conquered 
Zerxcs's Army : But ar leaſt we muſt 
allow that this was the Foundation of 
his total Defeat; and the ſo happy 
event of this reſolution, 1o bravely exe: 
cuted, encouraged all Greece, and ſhew- 
ed them.,that ſo powerful an Enemy was 
not invincible it they durſt dye. The 
Power of a Prince may make him un- 
dertake great things,yer nothing inſpires 
io much boldneſs as Innocence. For ſhe 
thinks that Heaven it felt is obliged to 
appear in her Cauſe, in as much as the 
is without offence. 
Of the good uſe of Boldneſs. 
'FF1> true, that our Paſſions are oftner 
criminal than virtuous.,and the dif: 
order of ourNature fince the Sin of our 
firſt Parent has occationed their greateſt 
inclinations to be towards Vice, yet with 
iome aſliftances we may bring them 
from it. This glorious Paſſion made all 
ine Martyrs deſpiſe their Tormeats, and 
whilft their Bodies diftill'd drop by drop 
from the giowing Grid-Irons, their 
Tongues reproach'd their Perſecutors, 
and prail q their God. Grace we muſt 
grant 


Fhe Government of the Paſſions. 101 


grant to be more ſtrong than Nature : 
yet ſhe doth not refuſe the affiſtance of 
Nature. Virtue {tands in need of the iuc- 
cours of our Paſſions, and they on the 
other hand require Virtue to be their 
Guide. 

To make then this Paſſion a Virtue 


SOT 
we mult ſee the is accompanied with 
fuſtice. He that takes Arms to ruin his 
Country, 1s rather Criminal than Coura- * 
geous - and rho* he dye with his Sword 
in his Hand, in the thickeit of his Ene- 
mtes, yet the illegitimateneſs of his in- 
tentions will take from him the Cha- 
racter of Glorious. 

We mult likewiſe try our Forces before 
we begin to attack our knemy. Virtue is 
not ſo rigid as to exact impoſſibilities 
of us : ſhe requires but what is in our 
power, and would have us in all under- 
takings weigh, whether the Medium we 
uſe is proportionable to the end we pro- 
poſe. 

But a Chriſtian's boldneſs muſt have 
two other Conditions, which are Humi- 
lity and Hatred of our ſelves; for he 
who has not conquer'd his Inclination, 
cant hope to triumph over Plea ſuress 
and he who has not declar'd open Wa ; 
againſt his Body, is in no good condir 
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tion of doing it againſt the ſorrow of : 

his Mind. Let us then make uſe of our 
Forces againſt our ſelves, that we may 
the better ſucceed, when we employ them 
againſt other Enemies ; and let us ſur- 
mount the love of our ſelves, if we 

would {urmount the fear of Death. 
Of Fear. 

"Here are ſome Paſhons,whoſeNames 
belie their Nature, and which are 
nothing leis within, than what they ap- 
pear without, Hope hath an agreeable 
Aſpect; yet ſhe procures us as many Mi- 
ſeries, as ſhe promiſes us Advantages. 
Fear 1s look'd upon as the baſeſt of all 
the Paſſions, and is thought ro be the 
pure reſult of an ignoble Spirit. But 
there is a great deal of Error and Inju- 
ſtice in this Sentiment; for ſhe is prudent 
in ettect, only deicrying.Evils to ſhew 
us how to avoid them; and as Man is 
expos'd to many Multitudes of various 
Dargers. that may overwhelm him, this 
paſſion is continually upon: guard, Ppry- 
ing even into futurity it ſelf; to diſcover 
a poſſible danger ; which- being cauti- 
ouſly warded ot, ſecures our Felicity at 
the ſame time 1t prevents any Dilaſter. 
Fear then is a natural prudence, which 
delivers us from an Evil, by the very Ap- 
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prehenſion alone ſhe gives us of it, and 
is not leſs uſeful in the Church than in 
Stare. The fear of eternal Punithments, 
firſt made Man ſeek to appeaſe the ir:i- 
tated Gods, to build Temples, ere&t Al- 
tars, burn incenſe, and Immolate Sacrin- 
ces. And tho' Religion bids us love God 
tor his own worthineſs ſake, yet *cis 
highly to be preſunw'd,. that Fear has 


male the molt of hisVoraries; nay,fav'd + * 


more gui'ty youts than Hope it ſelf. The 
tear of God { ſays the Divine Text) is 
the beginning of Wiſdom; thart is, in 
other words, the ſupporter of Virtue, 
and the foundation of Piety. Vice would 
grow inlolent, and the Law of no ule, 
had not Nature plac'd this Pafhon in 
Man's Soul, and made the moſt hardy 
Criminal apprehend Puniſhment: And 
the Judge can give Sentence but upon 
what he knows; yet this faithful Mint: 
ſter of God's Vengeance,makes the Guil- 
ty tremble in the miſt of their Friends, 
and enjoy neither reſt nor ſecurity either 
in Cities or Delerts. 

This may ſerve for one Inſtance, that 
our Nature .is not entirely corrupted, 
fince ſhe retains ſtill in the midit of all 
thoſe ImperteQAions which environ her, 
an abhorrence Ol of vin, as well 
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as a fear and dread of Puniſhment. : 
Wherefoe'er we hide our ſelves, the ſe- : 
cret remorſes of our Conſciences go with ' 
us; aſſuring vs that there is a Divinity, 
which ſees the moſt ſecret tranſactions 
of our Lives,and puniſhes them after our 
Death. Of thoſe many thouſands of 
Chriſtians, who confeſs and acknowledge 
Chriſt, there are but few that ſtand not 
more indebted to their Fear than their 
Love,and endeavour to purchaſe Heaven, 
only to ſecure them from Hell ; loving 
God's Mercy, becauſe they fear his Ju- 
ftice. And *tis no ſmall matter, that this 
Paſſion (by its motions) ſhould open a 
Door of Salvation to the ungodly, and 
 thew Sinners the way to Virtue. 

If ſhe is thus beneficial in Afﬀairs of 
Religion, ſhe 1s no leſs in Afﬀairs of 
State. We live alas! no longer in that 
happy Age when Friendſhip united Man- 
kind, and ſuperſeded Laws ; when Love 
bani{h'd Imjuſtice from the face of the 
Earth. No; now our Love to our ſelves 
is eftabliſh'd in hating our Neighbour ; 
and we mult reſtrain them by Fear, 
whom we cannot win by AﬀeCQtion : We 
erect Gibbets to terrify the Criminal, and 
invent Tortures to, render Death more 
horrid ; that ſo what wasan indiſpenſable 
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t- } Tribute of Nature, ſhould by this means 


become a Chaſtizement of Iniquity. 
Nature has not given us this Paſhon 
to be a Torment to us, but a Security , 


for ſhe conſiders only thoſe Dangers that 


are avoidable: It once ſhe finds them 
inevitable, 1he leaves off the intentions 
of {trugling with them ; vain efforts are 
to be condemn'd in every thing ; 10 we 
muſt ſupport what we cannot ihun. Who 
would not judge Fear to be the Guar- 
dian of our Repolſe, who ſtudies nothing 
but our ſecurity, and only gives us an 
Alarm, that we may prepare to oppoſe 
an Enemy who cometh to invade it? But 
as there are lome Accidents, which our 
Prudence can't fore-fee, nor our Cou- 
rage vanquiſh, we muſt not be aſtoniſh- 
ed it ſome others ſurprize Fear, and ger 
the better of a Paſſion, after having tri- 
umph'd over two glorious Virtues. 
Of the good uſe of Fear. 
car hath this property of Prudence, 
F that it 15 moſt eſpecially bulted a- 
bout things to come; and when the has 
diſcoverd a Danger at a diſtance, calls 
in all her Forces to combat it. Courage 
and Conduct is not every Man's Lot, 
and hardly any Man's in pertection ; for 
one is the property of hiery vigorous 
FI Youttr; 
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jt 
Youth; and the other the tedious Lef : 
ſons of a long Experience, acquird on- 
ly in an Age, wherein we ate no longer | 
ft for Action our ſelves, and theretore 


only proper to give Advice. As Fear is 
more conſiderate than generous, ſo is ſhe 


Vertue, as againſt Vice : What is Shame | 
but the fear of Infamy ? and this inno- | 


cent Paſſion protets all the Virtues. 


How many Men would be Iook'd upon 


under a leſs glorious Character. were it 
not for the ftoations of this Paſſion, 
owing their Innocence to their appre- 
henſion of Scandal ; ating not to fatis- 
fie their Duty, but to ſave their Repu- 
tations? If we would encourage this 
Paſſion ih our Souls, we ſhould keep our 
ſelves unhurt from a Thouſand Temp- 
tations which would otherwiſe triumph 
over our Innocence. Who is there proof 
againſt the illecebrations of the Fleſh ? 
and what refrains us from yielding to 
ſich powerful, ſuch charming Sollicita-- 
tions, but the bare tear of Diſcredit here 
and Damnation hereafter ? | 
Of Anger, 


other many Paſſions, whereofſhe 
iS. 


; Nger draws its. ſtrength from-the- 


. 
{ 


more proper to deliberate than engage. | 
She may be as ſucceſsfully applied in | 
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- 15compos'd; & ſeems couragious only be- 
': cauſe ſhe is ſo well-ſeconded, Sorrow ral- 
{ tes her, Delire ſtirs her up to Revenge, 
- Hopeſuffains her there,&Boldnels carries 
:- | heron tothe accompliſhing whattihe vi- 
 olently attects.For when wefnd it impc- 
ihble ro ger thatRevenge we propolcd to 
our {ol ves,ourAnger finks intodadnels, & 
loſes both its Name and its Nature. 

We may then define Anger to be a , 
Motion of the Senſitive Appetite, 1cek- 
ing after a Revenge for an Injury com- 
mitted ; ſhe thinks that ſhe is always 
| reaſonable, becauſe ſhe has always Ju- 
? | ftice on herſide. She has depopulated 
Cities, and made Deſerts of whole 
Provinces ; ſhe has dethron'd athouſand . 
Monarchs ; ſacrificed ſome even. in the 
very midſt of their Guards ; and that 
auguſt Glory which ſhines on a Sove- 
reign's Brow.could not ſecure them from 
feeling the terrible Effects of this Paſh- 
on. Yet in all theſe Devaſtations,, he 
believes her ſelf innocent, and that ſhe - 
has but exatted a juſt Satisfaftion ior 
the Injuries ſhe had receiv'd. Thus after 
having calld in the Afiſtance of For- 
titude ro perpetrate her Cruelties, fhe 
{ummonsReaſon to juſtitie ſuch Proceed- 
ings. She. ſows Dilcord: in og 
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Families, Enmity between Man and | 
Wife, and Civil Wars in a Common: | 
wealth. Envy, with all its Malignity | 
and Rancour, 1s contented with the |} 

Wiſhing Evil, and leaves the Event to |! 

Deſtiny ; but this ſavage Paſſhon (more ' 
criminal than all the others together) 

Prevents the Rigours of Fate, and 
takes a pleaſure' in making others mi- | 
Jerable ; nor doth ſhe think their Pu- 
niſhment ſevere enough, it ſhe has not | 
her ſelf a Hand in the inflicting it. The 
Poverty of ſome Nations ſecures them 
from Ambition, Pride, Voluptuouſnelſs, 

' and Avarice ; but none were ever ex- 
empted from the tyranny of this Pat- 
fion , it reigns equally amoneſt the Bar- 
barians and thoſe who are civilized, and 
employs Bows, and Arrows, and Slings 
to execute its Fury, where it has not as 
yet introduced the uſe of Artillery and 
Swords, 

The moſt troubleſom Condition of 
this fatal Paſſion is that the ſmalleſt oc- 
caſion 1s enough to excite it ; a wrye 
Look, a Miſtake, a croſs Word, a Jeſt 
from a tr:end or a ſmart Repartee from 
any one,ſets all in a flame in a Moment. 
In the very inſtant of its Birth, it is at 
Full Growth, and it the other Paſhons 

may 
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may be ſaid to puſh us forward, this 
may as truly be ſaid to precipitate us. 
Since {he is 10 very haſty, no wonder if 
ſhe be inconfiderate likewiſe, and makes 
us often commit an unpardonable Crime, 
in revenging a ſmall Aﬀront, and expoſe 
our Lives to accomplith our Satisfaction 
for ſome imaginary Injury. 
The good Uſe of Anger. 

A 5 the Motions of this Pafſhon are 
too impetuous to give Place to 
Reaſon, ſo we ſhall never reap any 
Advantage from it, but through the 


-means of Grace; ine is too Tudden to 


be prevented, and too violent to be ſup- 
prelt. 

To make her {ubſervient to Virtue the 
ſureſt Method is to prepolleſs our Minds 
with the Fr:vo/ouſneſs of. thole Things 
which ordinarily excite her, ſhew her 
how ſhe is abuſed in the eſtimate ſhe 
makes of Things ; that we are only of- 
tended becauſe we are ignorant ; that 
they are not ſo much Injuries as Argu- 
ments of our great Weakneſs. Could 
we perſwade our Se/ves, That Virtue 
only is all our R:ches,all our G/ory, we 
ſhould not be ſurprized by this Patton, 
Tis not really ours what rortune can 


deprive us of ; and what is under her 
Do- 
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Dominion is not abſolutely good in. it 
elf; and therefore no ways worthy 
the very inconffderable Unealineſs of 
but one anxious Thought or Dehire. 

In reſpe& of Injuries ; it they are 
but ſlight, they ought to be deſpiſed; it | 
they ſeem great, we muſt mitigate and {| 
allay their Blackneſs by ſome Confi- 
.derations. They will not do us ſo 
much harm, as to their own Author ; 
and will be the more glorious tor us to 
ſuffer, as they are unjuſtly done to us 
Had there been no Tyrants, there had 
been no Martyrs, and the Cruelty of 
the one, was as necellary as the Con- 
ſtancy of the other. What matters it 
# the Action of this Man be unjuſt, 
provided I can reap a Benefit from it? 
Fojoph ow'd his Grandeur to his Bro- 
ther's Malice: And if they had not 
{old him a Slave to /gypr, he had ne- 
ver been PharaoÞ's chiet Miniſter. And 
it we think it a happy Bondage that. 
procures us a Kingdom here,why ſhould 
we not forgive an Injury to gain that. 
of Heaven? A frequent Meditation on 
theſe and ſuch like Reaſons,would make 
ſuch an Impreſſion on our Minds, as that 
this Paſhon would very rarely be able. 


to ſurprize us. 
With 
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With theſe Precautions we may draw 
ſome Advantages from this Paſſion. Kings 
and Judges may uſe her beneficially in 
ſupporting Juſtice, when either Fear or 
Favour would try to hinder the Execu- 
tion of the Laws. -The Holy Scrip- 
tures allure us that God is ſometimes 
angry : And the Wiſeman giving a De- 
{icription of that terrible Day,. when the: 
Almighty will take Vengeance of his 
Enemies, he arms the Divinity Cap- 
a-pee : He fhall put on iis Armour 
in hisZeal (fays he; ) Juſtice ſhall bz his 
Breaſt Plate, Judgment his Helmet, Righ- 
teouſneſs his Stiici'd, and Anger ſhall be 
his Launce. Tio” the Prophet accom- 
modates this Dcſcription to the weak- 
neſs of Man's. Capacity, yet *tis cer- 
tain thar the Son of God had Whips 
and Cords to revenge the Quarrel of 
his Father z and had that uit Reſent- 
ment painted on his adorable Viſage. 
which prudent Magiſtrates have when 
they puniſh Crimes and defend Inno- 
cence. The greateſt and: wiſeſt King 
thought his People could not be well 
governed without this Paſhon. The 
Sword he wears ought to be as much 
employed. in. punithing Violence ar 
HOM E , 4s that trom — 
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and that he ought to have the ſame Juſt 
Indignation , when the Laws are in- . 
fring'd by his SubjeAs, as when his 
Frontiers are ſurpriz'd by his Neigh- 
bours. Anger and Mildneſs are the 
Bridles by which the People are kept 
in awe, and Peace made to flouriſh 
throughout the Kingdom. The Wrath 
.of a Kings as the roaring of a Lyon, but 
b;s Smiles are as theDew upon the Graſs. 
Our Blefled Saviour ſaid, Be angry, 
and ſin not ; 10 that this Paſhon may be 
ſafely admitted into our Breaſt , but it 
muſt be with great circumſpeCtion. If it 
take any other ObjecÞ than our ſelves, | 
we have reaſon to fear an overthow. In 
this is it moſt fitly imployed about the 
Pn our own ſelves, that the in- 
inct every Man naturally has to pre- 
{erve himſelf, will ſo far moderate the 
efteQs of this Paſſion, that we need noc 
apprehend its outrages. Oh happy An- 
ger! that oftending Man, appeales God; 
that by itsTears blots out its Iniquities, 
and is abſoy'd by accuſing it ſelf, and 
which by ſmall pain delivers us from 
the Torments of the Damned, to enjoy 
the Felicities of the Angels. | 
Of Fr leaſure. 
F Hope is thought to merit ſo many 
and 10 high Encomiums, as that ſhe 
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is the moſt charming agreeable Paſſion 
that riſes in Mans Soul, and that which 
flatters our ſenſes with the moſt ſenfible 
deleQation ; what ſhall we ſay of Plea- 
lure, which is the delicious fruirwhere- 
of the other was but a bud, or blofſom 
at moſt? This is the effect, and the 
other was but a fair promiſe. This 1s the 
motion of the Soul that terminates all 
the reſt: As Love is the commencement, ' 
this is the conſummation, and in all the 
difterent forms which Love aſſumes, he is 
the!moſt agreable in this;in all the others, 
he is mix'dwith troubles,dangers,fatigues, 
hardſhips, and as many various mileries 
as he is metamorphos'd into ditterent 
ſhapes; yet in this of Pleaſure he 1s ab- 
ſolutely all the defires; he is at once 


victorious, triumphant, and happy. 


Pleaſure is the fruition of an agree- 
able good which renders the Soul fatif- 
hed, interdiCting any motion of defire, 
ſorrow, or fear, this definition excludes 
all thoſe delights our Memory furrfiſhes 
us with,in the recolleCtion of a paſt Fe- 
licity : Thoſe ſhadows of Joy may ſerve 
to entertain our thoughts with, but are 


not ſolid enough to conſtitute a real 
tranqui- 
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Tranquillity;It being as natural to regret 
a Felicity which we have loſt, as detire 
one that is abſent from us : As alſo al 
thoſe infamous Pleaſures which Volup- 
tuouſneſs creates; the pain of defiring 
them exceeds by much the deleCtation 
of fruition: They are fuch Mortal Ene- 
mies of our quiet, that they are never 
enjoy'd without rendring us miſerable, 
as well as criminal, at one fatal {troke 
wounding both Soul and Boly. 

True Pleaſure is never to agreable 
as when 'tis extream ; the greater it 18, 
the more it raviſhes us. The ſolid farit- 
faction of a rational Creature confilteth 
m the Mind, and Man cannot be con- 
rented if the more noble part of his Sy- 
ſtem is not happy. The knowledge of 
Truth, and the praQice of Virtue ought 
to be his great divertiſement: He muſt 
follow the moſt pure of his inclinations, 
and in the compoſition of his Body he 
mult labour rather to pleaſe the Ange], 
than gratitie the Beaſt. He muſt remem- 
ber that the Body is but the Slave of 
the Soul,and in his choice of Pleaſures, 
he ought to give the Deference to the 
Sovereign. It any manis of a contrary 
{entiment, we cannot but conclude that 


vin, which depriv'd him of Grace, has 
robb'd 
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robb'd him likewiſe of his Underſtand- 
ing and Reaſon too. The pleaſures of the 
Senſes are limited. but thoſe of the Soul 
are not ſo: That ſweet Odour which 
gratifies theSmel. pleaſes no other Senſe. 
Mufck, which raviſhing the Soul from 
the Body, puts us in Heaven with the 
glorious Cherubims, has no effect but 
upon the Ear. Virtue ſatishes every ta- 
culty of the Soul.and indeed 1he is never - 
contented by halves ; * what charms her 
in one power is diftuſive, and her Joy 
becomes univerſal. The happineſs of the 
Body is but a ſhadow, and its felicity 
but an empty vain appearance : Whilſt 
that of the Soul is real, ſolid, and ſub- 
. | ftantial, not tobe taken away from 
* | them who poſſeſs it, even by death it 
{ſelf, but what will accompany them in- 
to a happy Eternity. 
Of the good uſe of Pleaſure. 

Hoſe who condemn Pleaſure, at the 

{ime time condemn Nature. accu- 
. | fing her of over-fights in all ber Works, 
f | for the has ſo mixt it in all the moſt 
minute affairs of our lives, that we do 
> | nothing wherein ſhe has not equal'y an 
7 | apgreableneſs as a neceſlity. Hunger 
t | makes us eat,ard our Nouriſhment plea- 
S 
1 


{es the Palate whilſt 1t CONCETNS OUT 
Lives.. 


#16 The Government of the Paſſions. 


Lives. As Pleaſure is uſeful to the Body, 
{1 it is neceſſary to the Soul. We would 
not combate againſt Vice, but for the Joy 
and Glory which the Conqueſt yields us. 
Who would go through the many dith- 
culties that attend the acquiring. of 
knowledge, bur tor the ſweetneis they 
reap after their labours? But as Nature 
has difttus'd ſome pleaſure in all theſe 
things, *tis to ſerve us, not as an impel- 
lent motive, but as an affiſtant only, and 
to be rather our refreſhment under our 
difficulties, than the reward of them : A 
{ſpur or encouragement to arrive at the 
end, but .it muſt not be the end ir ſelf. 
Fhe pleaſures or enjoyments of the 
Earth may divert us, but muſt not take 
up-too much -of us; Nature deſigning 
them not ſo much for our felicity, as 
our comfort. 

Our blefled Saviour has aflur'd us, 
that all the pleaſures and happineſs.of 
this World, are not worth our looking 
after; and therefore he counſels us to 
renounce forthwith the blandiſhments 
of the World, and eſtabliſh our telicity 
in Heaven. He has erder'd us by the 
mouth of his Apoſtles, never to open the 
door of our hearts, but to thoſe pure un- 
allayed  conſolations which have the 

Holy- 
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> | Holy-Ghoſt for their ſource and ſpring, 
and conſulting our Intereſts only, he ob- 
| liges. us to look after a Joy, which be- 
. ing grounded upon himſelf, cannot be 
| raviſh'd from us;either by the Malice of 
i Man, or by the Iniquity of Fortune , and 

' | which having an inhnite . goodneſs for 
- | their Cauſe ayd  Objet, have their du- 

- | rationouly circumſcribed by Eternity. 

| Of Sorrow. 

His Paſhon ſeems to be natugal to 
& Man ; the others but accidental--: 

\ Few Parts of our Body are Partakers 
- | of our Pleaſures, or capable of receiy- 

. | ing any. one Particular : But no Part of 
- | us, hutalas ! is ſenſible of Pain, Sorrow 

* | andGrief. The Spirit is deje&ted, and 
? | -the; Eyes mourn ; Sadneſs diſplays it 
, {elf through the whole Oeconomy. The 
; very deplozableneſs of our State doth 

> | argue Pain to be more eflential to us 

f than Pleaſure. We are born in Tears, 
> | welive in Sorrow, and dys in Sighs. For 
9 | onevain, tranſient and imaginary Plea- 
S | ſure, we feel a thouſand real weighty 
Y | Evils. And what's a farther Confirma- 
& | rionof the Miſery of our Condition, 
© | we are.much more ſenſible of Pain 

F | than Pleaſure, A ſmall Diſtemper de- 

s ſtroys all our moſt ſolid Contentment ; 
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a Fit of the Gout or Stone, 1s capa- 
ble to make a Conqueror forget hts 
Lawrels, and the Pomp of all his Tti- 
umphs. 

Grief is a real Evil that attacks both 
Soul and Body at once, making a 
double Wound at each Blow. When 
the Body is neceſſitated to undergo the 
ſharpneſs of Tortures, the rigours of 
the Seaſons, and the violence of Di- 
ftempers, the Soul is obliged to ſigh 
with her, and that Bond which unites 
them, makes their Miſery common ; 


ſhe apprehends Wounds, tho? ſhe is in- 


vulnerable, and Death, tho' ſhe is im- 
mortal ; and this only by reaſon of that 
tric Communication, which ſhe has 
with the Body. We all agree, that the 
Soul cannot be happy, whilſt the Body 
is miſerable; and to confirm us in this 
Opinion, we know that the Soul of 
our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, tho' 
it was happy in it ſelf, yet it was pter- 
ced with Grief, when he faid to his 
Diſciples, My Soul 7s ſorrowful even 
znto death : And the Felicity of his 
Divinity ſeem'd to be ſuſpended during 
his Agony ; for it was not without Cauſe 
that he cry'd, My God, my God,why baſt 
thou forſaken me ? _ 
1 
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The Soul is much more happy than 
the Body by this Union ; for by the 
very Reflection on a paſt Miſery ſhe 
creates to her felt new Pains whereof 
the Body feels no part, and ſo of but 
one only Evil ſhe makes a double Mar- 
tyrdom. 

The efte& of this melancholy Paſh- 
on are very ſtrange ; for when Sorrow 
is not extreme, ſhe is ingenious, and ren- ' 
ders Man Eloquent without the benefit 
of Rhetorick; to hear their pathetick 
Expreſſions, that multitude of Sighs, that 
{0 eafily ſecond the energy of their lu- 
gubrous Diſcourſes, one would think 
that the greateſt horrours and anguiſh of 
Nature, were infinitely leſs than what 
they groan under. But when ſhe is ex- 
trene, ſhe ſtupities, hardly leaving Man 
the uſe of any Senſe; and who was fo 
florid in deſcribing a ſmall Evil, contet- 
ſes by his filence, that this is without 
compariſon greater, fance it 1s unuttera- 
ble. Cure leves loguuntur, magne ſiupent. 
This mighty alteration gave occaſion to 
the Poets to feign, that it Converted 
ſome into Rocks, others into Stones. 


The good uſe of Sorrow. 


E muſt not wonder if the $79 
1cks condemn a Paihon, when 
they 
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they do not approve even of the very 
Virtues ſhe:produces ; placing their Wile- 
men in ſuch a State ot Felicity, that no 
humane cauſe could ever i:ii2rrupt - In 
the plundering of a City, or the deſtru- 
tion of their Country, they were-!!ill as 
unmov'd, as Fupiter would be at the 
diſſolution of the Univerſe z and it they 
granted a Sigh to a deceaſed Parcnt, or 


 thed a Tear with the reflection of their 


Countries Ruin ; yet-this was without 
ever AﬀeCting the Soul, whoſe Feliciry 
conſiſting in its ſelf, it could not be 
moy?d by any external Cauſe. But ſure 


the'pomp of theſe haughty Expreſſions, + 


could be: only ro preſerve the Soul in 
her Sovereignty, and per{wade us not to 
be-ſo tar overwhelm'd with the pain of 
the Body, as to dethrone the Mind pand 
of the/Malady of the Slave, make the 
Miſery of the: Sovereign ; which the 
better to 'effe&, ſhe us'd the policy of 
the Orators, who by their Hyperbo/es 
perſwade us of Verities, and prove all 
things poſſible, to animate us to ſome 
thatarediMeulr. Therefore that the Soul 
might-not fink under the weakneſs: of 
the Body, bur be eſtablifh'd in-her Erg- 
pire, 'they have made uſe of. Terms 
{omewhat more Eloquent than true. 
Sor- 
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Sorrow is ſo reaſonable a Paſhon, 
that there are ſome Junctures, wherein 
it were Impicty not to be afflicted ; and 
we muſt not only bewail our own Sins, 
but our Neighbours Miſeries. We ſtand 
indebted to this Paſſion for our Inno- 
cence ; becauſe our converſion to Grace, 
is perfeCted in our ſorrow for Sin; and 


the Juſtice of God farished with the fin- 


cerity of our Tears. 

In other Circumſtances ſhe works 
not ſo miraculouſly : If our AﬀiQtions 
comfort the Living , they do not raiſe 
the Dead, and if they affure the Wretch- 
ed of our AﬀeQtion, they deliver them 
not from-the anguith of their Torments. 
But the ſadneſs of Repentance is of ano- 
ther nature, thoſe grievous Sighs which 
oppreſs vin fave the Sinner; theſe Tears 
waſh away the Crime, and fſanQtifie 
the Criminal. Sorrow alone for having 
oftended, - becomes here a compleat fa- 
tisfaQtion : And as God knoweth that it 
lies not in our power, to alter any thing 
which has already. hapned ; fo he gra- 
ciouſly accepts of our Repentance, .for 
bottom of -our Hearts, ſo when our 
Tears are unfeigned, he never . refuſes 
them his Pardon. Were it not for this 
G Paſhcr, 


having tranſgrefſed. And as he ſees the 
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Paſſhon there could be no Salvation, 
{ince there can be no Repentance with- 
out Sorrow :; we will therefore be vehe- 
ment in the defence of a Paſhon, from 
which we receive ſuch conſiderable Ad- 
vantages ; And tho' Princes thinking 
this too auſtere a Paſhon to have ad- 
mittance into their Courts, by Mufick., 
Balls, Dancings, Plays, and many other 
Divertiſements, ſeek to keep it from an 


Entrance; yet before the Tribunal of 


God. this Paſſion has more Credit than 


all the others united in one. She can 


boaſt that ſhe works the ſtrange Meta- 


morphoſjs in Grace ; of making Saints of 


Sinners ; and of the Children of Diſo- 
bedience, Darkneſs and Perdition, ſhe 
makes Children of Light, Brothers with 
the Son of God, and Heirs of everlaſt- 
ing Felicities, and of a Crown and King- 
dom which can know no end. 


The Concluſien. 


Rom all theſe Diſcourſes *tis eaſie to 
4 judge, that there is no Paſhon in 
Our 4 which may not be advanta- 
zeouſly.. managed by Reaſon as. well as 
(zrace. For to ſumm up all what has 


h-en ſid in the whole Wotk ; Love; 
may | 
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may be chang'd into a holy Amity. and 
Hatred may be brought to a juſt Indig- 
nation. Defires moderated are ſo ma- 
ny good Afhiſtants, to acquire Virtue. 
Eichewing is the proper ſecurity of Cha- 
{tity : Hope animates us to brave and 
generous Undertakings, and our Deſpair 
turns-us from rath ones : Fear is ſervice- 
able ro Prudence, and Boldneſs to Va- 
Logr: As brutiſh.as Anger ſeems, ſhe fides * 
with Juſtice : Joy is an innocent Ante: 
paſt of Felicity : Grieta.ihort pain, that 
frees us from Eternal Torments : $9 
that our Salvation depends only upon 
the good uſe of our PaſSions, and Vir- 
tue it felt, only ſubfiſtetrh by the good 
employment oj the Motions of out 
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count of Natal in Africk, its Produ&t, Negroes, 
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To which 1s added, a General Index to both Vol. 
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Diſcourſes on the Publick Revenues, and on 
the Trade of England ; which more immediate- 
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viz. I. That the Foreign Trade is Beneficial to 
England TIT. On the Proteftion and Care of 
Trade. III. On the Plantation Trade. TV. On 
the Eaft-India Trade: By the Authour of the 
Eſſay en VVays and Means, Part. II. To. which 
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" By the ſame Hand. 


An Effay upon the probable Methods of Mak- 
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Treating of theſe Heads ; wiz. Of the People 'of 
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